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Every day poor discouraged friendless men 
come to St. Christopher's Inn hungry, footsore, 
and weary. We do what we can to take care 
of their needs and help them back on their 
feet. Last year we sheltered over 5,000 dif- 
ferent men at St. Christopher's Inn and served 
them over 150,000 meals. At present, with 
our newly completed addition, St. Christo- 
pher’s Inn can house 200 men. 

Your Meal Bond will enable us to continue 
this good work. 

Each Meal Bond entitles you to a remem- 
brance in the prayers and good works of the 








Graymoor Friars and of the men who come to 
us for aid. In addition, for each Meal Bond 
donated, the Friars will arrange a set of 
Gregorian Masses to be said either for you 
after you die, or for someone else after he or 
she dies, or immediately for someone who is 
already deceased. This set of Gregorian 
Masses is our thanks to you for helping us in 
performing the Corporal Works of Mercy. 

If you would like to know more about 
St. Christopher's Inn, what it is, how it began 
and what it does, we will be only too glad 
to send you a brochure. 


Send bond subscriptions to the Father General, Graymoor, Garrison, New York 
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FOR THIS 
4-COLOR 
BOOKLET 





Send for your copy of “The Way of the Cross”. | feel 


sure that it will help you in your Lenten devotions. No devotion 
outside of Holy Mass and Benediction is more appropriate 

and beneficial for this penitential season. In your meditations 
on these stations you cannot help but learn and 

appreciate how much God loves you... . Realizing how much 
Our Lord gave for your salvation won't you use this time 

of Lent to make some small self-denial in order to help others to 
salvation? Perhaps one small sacrifice will enable you to 


give an Easter offering to provide the bare necessities 


S EARLY THIS YEAR- APRIL 1 
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for some young man who wishes to dedicate himself and his 
life to God’s work in our Society. ... Just a couple of years 
ago we completed a fairly extensive building program, thinking 


that it would take care of our needs for some time. Now we 





have to enlarge again. Thanks be to God we are getting 


didnt, 


u us desirous of becoming Graymoor Friars. 





But we have to have more room. So once again we must 
begin to build. We shall be most grateful for any offering you 
can spare for our building fund. ... In gratitude to those who 
help us we are saying a Solemn High Mass at Easter and six 
Novenas of Masses following Easter for our Benefactors. ... Your 
copy of “The Way of the Cross” awaits your reply. 
Gratefully yours, 

a, on 

he. Angele) Trance, of , Ka 


Superior General 





Friars of the Atonement 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 








Every Tuesday 
A NEW 


St. Anthony 
NOVENA 





Finder of things lost 
Worker of miracles 
Helper in necessities 


Ever.since his canonization St. 
Anthony has been a favorite 
saint of millions. His interest 
in man and his prompt help 
have made him loved by all. 


Every day we receive many 
petitions to be included in our 
perpetual novena. Many 
letters of thanksgiving for 
favors are received every day. 
Why not invoke 
SAINT ANTHONY 
in your need 


A NEW NOVENA BEGINS EVERY TUESDAY 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS 


OF THE ATONEMENT 
GRAYMOOR, GARRISON, NEW YORK 





Correspondence 








Spiritual Auto Insurance 

Dear Father: We have hit on a “Spirit- 
ual Automobile Insurance” idea which 
we are suggesting to our friends and 
hope they too will follow our example. 

We have put aside 25¢ a week, or 
$12.50 for the year, for which I am en- 
closing a check for that amount, and 
asking the protection of St. Christopher 
for my husband, myself and all who ride 
with us and that God will keep us from 
accidents. 

We have selected Graymoor to send 
our donation, as you further the devo- 
tion of St. Anthony, and his work is 
that of taking care of the poor and you 
are doing that through “St. Christopher's 
Inn.” 

It is just a thought and a small amount 
but if such an idea would catch on both 
the work of St. Anthony and St. Christo- 
pher would be extended just a little bit 
more. 

Please enter this intention for us and 
we certainly hope that God through 
their intercession will see fit to so pro- 
tect us. E.M.M. 


Bank Book 


Dear Father: I am enclosing an offering 
of $1.00 in thanksgiving. I promised to 
have this published in Tue Lamp if St. 
Anthony would find a bank book lost by 
my nephew. He found it the next day 
after I made this promise. 
My deep appreciation to Our Lady 
and St. Anthony. 
Miss A.R.M., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Wallet Returned 


Dear Father: Enclosed please find one 
dollar for a favor granted by St. Anthony. 
A week ago I was attacked and robbed 
of my pocket book containing billfold, 
six dollars, etc. I prayed to St. Anthony 
for its return and sure enough my 
prayer was answered. It was returned 
(plus the money, of course). 

I've never enjoyed anything so much 
as THe Lamp and I look forward each 
month to receiving it. 


J.M.. St. Paul, Minn. 


House Found 

Dear Father: I am enclosing a small do- 
nation in thanksgiving for help received 
of St. Anthony, which I promised I 
would do. 

Our house had been up for sale for 
four months. I was at the point where I 
didn’t even know if we should sell should 
a buyer come along. The plans I origi- 
nally had about moving somehow didn’t 
seem to fit our family needs. So we can- 
celled them and requested our deposit 
back. 

Then along came a buyer who wanted 
the house almost immediately. But I 
didn’t know what to do. I prayed to St. 
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Anthony for help as to whether or not 
we should sell, and if we did sell, where 
to move to. Inside of 48 hours my 
prayers were answered completely. 

We will move next week into a home 
I am sure will fit our family needs for 
the next 20 years. ; 

I just know I couldn’t have done it 
without St. Anthony’s help. This is the 
first time I have ever prayed to St. 
Anthony. I just came to know St. An- 
thony through THe Lamp. 

I also wish to state that Our Blessed 
Mother and St. Jude have constantly 
been of help to me. 

I am a non-Catholic but my three 
sons have all been baptized Catholic. I 
know that some day through the help of 
Our Blessed Mother, St. Anthony and St. 
Jude, I too will be a Catholic. 

I feel now that I had just existed until 
I found the Mother Church three years 
ago. 

If you have space for my story, please 
publish it so others may know how St. 
Anthony can and does help. 

Mrs. W.P. 


Important Papers 


Dear Father: The enclosed donation is 
in fulfillment of a promise to St. An- 
thony for helping me find my important 
papers which I misplaced a few weeks 
ago. I searched everywhere for them and 
couldn’t find them so I turned to St. 
Anthony for help. He answered my 
prayers and the next day I found them. 
N.V., Kauai, Hawaii 
New Baby 
Dear Father: Enclosed please find five 
dollars for a favor received of St. An- 
thony. I promised to send this money 
and also publicly thank him if my favor 
was answered on our adoption of a child. 
My favor was answered in just a few 
days due to the wonderful work of St. 
Anthony. Mrs. C.F. 


Ring Found 
Dear Father: I have asked your prayers 
through good St. Anthony to help me 
find the setting of my ring lost New 
(Continued on page 4) 
BURN A VOTIVE LIGHT | 
in honor of 


St. Joseph 


Employment and Good Death 





See complete details on page 32 
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This Month | 


Dignity of Labor 

Last year our Holy Father Pope 
Pius XII proclaimed a new feast 
for St. Joseph on May Ist, St. Jo- 
seph, Patron of Workers. A few 
months ago, representatives of Mex- 
ican workers and employers placed 
a golden crown on the Statue of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and pro- 
claimed her “Queen of Work.” 
Both labor and capital in Mexico 
pledged in the name of their groups 
to lay all economic problems before 
the Queen of Work and to solve 
them in a Christian spirit. They 
also pledged themselves to uphold 
a “Code of the Queen of Work” 





Important Notice 

Because of the rising cost of paper, 
ink and everything else that goes 
into prod 
been forced to raise the price of 
The Lamp to $3.00 per year, two 
years for $5.00. 

This will become effective as of 
June 1, 1956. 

Meanwhile we 


a i we have 





suggest 
tend your subscription at the lower 
price of $2.00 a year or three years 
for $5.00. 


you ex- 











which sets forth principles govern- 
ing good relations between workers 
and employers. 

In the sermon preached at the 
ceremony, Bishop Miguel Miranda 
of Tulancingo said that work was 
made divine when Our Lord la- 
bored as a humble carpenter and 
we should look on it as divine our- 
selves, and settle its problems in 
charity and love. 

,..4. #9 


The Holy Father 


The amazing amount of work 
done by the Holy Father during 
the past twelve months despite the 
limitations required by his convales- 
cence was reflected in the annual 
survey published by the Vatican 
Press Office. 

During 1955 the Pope delivered 





OuR COVER 
The Burial of Christ 





no less than 59 major addresses and 
radio speeches. Out of the 59 
speeches the Holy Father gave, six 
of them were in English. 
7 a ? v 
St. Christopher 

At the annual Communion Break- 
fast of the Worcester Taxi Cab 
Owners and Operators Association 
Bishop John J. Wright made a very 
fine and necessary point concerning 
the St. Christopher medal in a car. 
He said that the medal is not a 
magic charm to protect against folly 
or neglect but rather a sacramental 
to remind the driver that he is en- 
gaged in a human, moral act in 
which his conscience must be his 
guide, 

As some anonymous commenta- 
“When the speed- 
ometer goes over 50 miles an hour, 


Christopher goes out the win- 
»” 


tor has said, 


dow. 
ae ae 


Reprints 

During the past year two pieces 
of fiction and one article have been 
taken from THe Lamp for re- 
printing, The Christmas Present, 
by Mark S. Reardon III, is in- 
cluded in his book, The Christmas 
Story and Other Stories, published 
by the Pageant Press of New York 

City. The Man with the Big Som- 
brero, by Florence Christian was 
reprinted in The Catholic Digest 
for November 1955, and The 
Typewriter, by John Patrick Gil- 
lese was selected for an anthology 
of Catholic short stories to be pub- 
lished by the Catholic Press Asso- 
ciation sometime this year. 
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We commend to the prayers of our 
readers the souls of the faithful 
\ departed, and particularly the de- 


an as SSD 


f ceased subscribers and their near 
A relatives whose deaths have been 


reported to us last month. Thirty 


( Masses will be said for them. 
f Mrs. Helen Sweeney, Mrs. M. F 


Ryan, Mr. J. T. Pazo, James J. Lease 
¢ Mrs. A. Grafius, Albert A. Claveric 

Jr., Mrs. Lumina Beaulien, Frank 
' Breau, Mr. Morin, Bridget Flynn 
Bridget Donnelly, Frank Eckerle, 
William Wellentin, Joseph Kaczma- 
rek, Josephine Teichtler, Mrs. Marie 
St. Onge, Mary Pieniazek Aquillas 
Buttler, Robert Kyrish, Paul Gilbert 
Swan, Sarah Catherine Proctor, Mrs 
Augustine Leone, Charles Gladstone, 
Sister M. Antoinette Flattery, Mrs 
W. J. Oller, John Siolkowski, Mrs 
Petronella Rolinitis, Julia Rocko, Rev 
\ Louis J. Nieters, Mrs. Catherine 

Stonge, Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Purcell, 
f Mr. William R. Cudhay, Miss Mary 

Casey, Mary Ellen Hoey, John Mul- 
' ligan, Thomas Hoey, Matthew Hoey, 
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Peter Hoey, John Shea, Nicholas 
Mulligan, Agnes Shaver, Evelyn May y 
Card, Philomena B. Verhoff, Blanche 
f Dunwoody, Mrs. C. Young, Mrs. \ 
Catherine Smart, Mrs. Louis Mac- ( 

hacek, Johanna Zuraweste, Edward 

( Kane, Anna S. Kane, Mrs. Helena 

\ Farrington, Catherine V. Tighe, Peter y 

f N. Krier, Jr., Mr. Walker Tuttle, 

4 Edward R. Shea, Anna Duffy, John N 
Flynn, Mrs. Koehler, Mrs. Margaret N 
Donnelly, Miss Anna McGinn, Henry 

\ Printing, Alphonse Brune, Mr. & iy 
Mrs. Charles St. Onge, Peter Wiel- y 

f got, Sally Kyrish, Archie Kyrish, 

4 Eddie Pieniazek, Oswald Swan, Mrs. NY 
Henry J. Beadle, Eugene Proctor, 
Morris Arthur Chapman, Sister M. 

\ Jane Frances Havens, Sister Elizabeth ¥ 
Mary Mahoney, Mrs. Laura Kathryn g 

f Hummel, Isabel Ziolkowski, Anna N 

Laukaitis, Anna Martinko, Mrs. Ruth 

Purcell, Miss Elizabeth Purcell, Mr. 
William Purcell, Miss Eleanor Black, iy 

\ Rev. M. J. Kasper, O.M.F., Mary y 
Mulligan, Bernard Hoey, Stephen 

f John Mulligan, Martin Charles Mul- \) 
ligan, Nora Mulligan, E. J. Mulligan, 
Agnes Irene Hoey, Tresa Doering, 

' Jennie McDonell, Theresa Turnwald, iy 
\ Mrs. Nellie McNearney, Mrs. Anna y 
Warmington, Miss Mary E. Doyle, 

f Mrs. Frank Dooner, Philopene De ) 
Groot, Mr. Harold Donnelly, Mrs. 


"| Beatrice Pappas. 
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Years Day. I had been praying to St. 
Anthony myself if it be God’s will I 
would recover it. 

Yesterday was my Birthday. My daugh- 
ter was coming to see me and found 
the setting in her closet. It evidentally 
caught in my coat New Years Day. 

My daughter gave me $5.00 for my 
birthday so I am sending it in grateful 
thanksgiving to St. Anthony whom I 
have been benefited by in so many ways 
through his all powerful intercessions. 
All of us made a close search at the time 
I lost it, with no results. I decided that 
St. Anthony knew best and he did. 

Mrs. M.G., Yonkers, N.Y. 


Fever Gone 

Dear Father: I had never prayed to St. 
Jude Taddeo. One day, on the sidewalk, 
I picked up a medal of this Saint. That 
same day I read in THe Lamp about 
someone who had prayed to and _ re- 
ceived a favor from St. Jude. Time went 
by and the incident was forgotten. Last 
week, near my sick daughter's bed, I 
turned with faith to St. Jude who to me 
was unknown. The fever which had 
continued to rise went down and dis- 
appeared by morning. M.Q 


Home Found 

Dear Father: I shall try to keep this to 
a minimum for I know you have many 
letters to read each day, but the favor 
St. Anthony has bestowed on us is so 
wonderful I can’t help writing about it. 

We are of small means, and at the 
time of the favor received, expecting our 
sixth child. We had purchased a so- 
called “basement home” with the thought 
of building in a couple of years. Five 
years later found us still living there and 
with a sixth child coming and no more 
room for another bed. 

For three months we had tried three 
different contractors to secure us any 
size loans to complete our house. All 
three loans were denied us for reasons 
quite unfathomable to us. 

During this time a good Catholic real 
estate lady, and friend of yours, had 
come to see us and offered to sell our 
basement and buy a completed house. 
We looked at our present home and fell 
in love with it, but it was completely out 
of our reach financially. 

Many things occurred that made the 
previous owners desperate to sell on a 
G.I. basis. It was then my real estate 
lady gave me a prayer to St. Anthony to 
say and she also prayed with me for she 
has such a good heart and wanted us to 
have a good place to live. Within six 
weeks we had secured a small loan from 
my wonderful brother-in-law, cut red 
tape and waiting for a G.I. Loan, and 
moved into our wonderful house now 


called home. We have only one close 
neighbor and acres of land for our chil- 
dren to play on. We are only a mile 
from the Nativity of Mary Church and 
school which the children attend. 

If you have room to publish this letter 
in part I would appreciate it. Although 
I made no promise to that effect, I 
can't ever thank St. Anthony enough 
for clearing a path for a better living 
for us. Mrs. R.L.K., Minneapolis, Minn 


Two Answers 

Dear Father: I wish to express my thanks 
publicly to St. Anthony and St. Gerard 
Majella for favors granted. My super- 
visor became involved in a great deal of 
legal trouble in regard to an ethical 
problem. I prayed to St. Anthony and 
now everything has been straightened 
out. Thanks to St. Gerard my cousin’s 
wife is now well in her fourth month of 
pregnancy tollowing two miscarriages, a 
premature daughter (whom they lost) 
and an operation after which the doctor 
gave her one more chance to have a 
child, If this failed, an operation was 
inevitable. St. Gerard was flooded with 
prayers by friends and relatives and 
many thanks for the granting of these 
favors. Miss R.H., Wichita, Kansas 


Baby Cured 
Dear Father: Please publish this letter 
in your magazine in thanksgiving for a 
favor received from God through Our 
Lady, St. Jude, St. Anthony, St. Ann 
and all the saints when my small son 
was taken seriously ill. He was only 
three days old and he had quite a fight 
on his hands but thanks to God and all 
the Saints he is now a healthy boy. 
Mrs. E.M., Ansonia, Conn. 


Better Position 

Dear Father: For many months I prayed 
that my son would obtain a better job. 
My prayers remained unanswered until 
I read in a copy of Tue Lamp the 
many people who asked St. Anthony for 
aid in obtaining their wishes. I prayed 
that St. Anthony would help me also 
and within the same week my prayers 
were answered and my son obtained a 


better job. Mrs. A. L. 


Gratitude 

Dear Father: Enclosed is a small do- 
nation in thanksgiving to St. Jude and 
St. Joseph for favors received. 

I promised to send this to you and to 
ask you to publish my gratitude if my 
petitions were answered. 

I am a convert and certainly find 
your magazine helpful and enjoyable 
and I look forward to it each month. 

Mrs. L.N. 











If you have promised publication and your letter does not appear, do not become upset or worried. 
You keep your promise once you send us the letter and give us permission to publish it. 
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FEDERAL AID 


- 
URING the past ten or fifteen years the U.S. 
has enjoyed a banner crop of babies. Now start- 
ing to Grammar School or High School thes 
children are finding that there are neither 

enough classrooms to hold them nor cnough teachers 


to instruct them. In addition, many of the school build- 
ings once considered adequate ire now substandard or 
obsolete because of our rising education il st ind irds. 

This problem which has been acute all over the 
country for a good number of years, is now rapidly be- 
coming worse, It is really so pressing that two years ago 
President Eisenhower directed nation-wide attention to 
the problem and last January proposed that the Federal 
Government inaugurate a Two Billion Dollar Program 
of Federal Aid to Schools. 

President Eisenhower made it clear that in our 
American system the responsibility for education is not 
properly that of the Federal Government but that of 
the individual State or local community. However, ac- 
cording to the President, the present condition is an 
emergency, and the Federal Government should come 
to the aid of those States and communities which cannot 
solve the full problem themselves or cannot solve it 
quickly enough. He feels that this emergency aid can 
complete the job in five years and that such emergency 
aid should then be discontinued. 

We would agree in general with President Eisen- 
hower but we have a couple of reservations. First of all 
it seems to us that the President is overoptimistic when 
he implies that the program will be completed within 
five years and the Federal Government will then get out 
of education. We believe that once the Federal Govern- 
ment starts giving aid for education to the States it will 
have taken a step and started on a journey from which 
it will never return. 


NOTHER THING; in speaking about aid to education 
President Eisenhower has in mind only the public 
schools or State-supported schools of the United States. 
But as the Catholic Bishops pointed out in their state- 
ment of November 19, 1955 “Her (United States) 
School system is not a closed unitary creation of the 


State... but one which embraces together with the 


State-supported schools, a whole enormous cluster of 
private and Church-related schools.” 

Now the problems of these schools that compris« 
the educational system of the United States together 
with the State-supported schools are precisely the sam« 
is the problems of the State-supported schools. ‘They, too, 
are overcrowded, their classrooms likewise are obsolete, 
ind there is a tremendous expansion of the school pop- 
ulation. Particularly in the suburbs. As far as the Catholic 
parochial schools are concerned the problem is acute. 
Parishes are building up and new schools are being 
erected, But despite all of this building activity there 
still is not enough classroom space to go around, 

Will Catholic parochial schools be included in this 
Federal Aid to Education? ‘The answer of course is 
“No”. However, even though this does seem unfair, we 
Catholics are better off without such Federal help. As 
Archbishop Richard J. Cushing said “We are not look- 
ing for any Federal or Government aid to build our 
schools. I would absolutely refuse the offer, for I cannot 
see how any Government or State would build schools 


without expecting to control them in whole or in part.” 


ut in addition to the aid given for building schools, 

Federal and State Governments in recent years have 
given a considerable amount of aid for the welfare of 
children attending the schools. This aid includes health 
services, bus transportation and lunches. Unfortunately 
in many States only public school children are given 
these welfare aids. 

In discussing the place of the private and church- 
related schools in America, our Bishops had this to say: 
“They have full right to be considered and dealt with 
as components of the American Educational System. 
They protest against the kind of thinking that would 
reduce them to a secondary level, and against unfair and 
discriminatory treatment which would in effect write 
them off as less wholly dedicated as to the public welfare 
than the State-supported schools. The students of these 
schools have the right to benefit from thesc measures, 
grants, or aids which are manifestly designed for the 
health, safety and welfare of the American youth irre- 
spective of the school attended.” y 
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One Faith-One 


ARCHBISHOP CUSHING SPEAKS OF 
FATHER PAUL, Our hearts thrilled 
with joy and pride when the Most 
Rev. Richard Cushing, Archbishop 
of Boston, spoke of Father Paul in 
his sermon at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
January 18 at the beginning of the 
Chair of Unity Octave. “It is fit- 
ting,” he said, “that we should pause 
at the beginning of these exercises 
of the Chair of Unity Octave to pay 
tribute to the memory of Father Paul 
Francis, whose zeal for the reunion 
of Christendom afforded inspiration 
for the crusade of prayer in which 
we shall devoutly participate during 
these next few days. The story of 
the conversion of this extraordinary 
servant of God and of his subsequent 
activity as the founder and Father 
General of two religious communi- 
ties consecrated to God in the spirit 
of St. Francis is too well known to 
need repetition. 

“What we should recall to mind 
during this week is the example of 
courage and fearless love of the truth 
which moved Father Paul Francis 
and his first associates to kneel in 
humble submission to the Vicar of 
Christ, after having discovered the 
meaning of Christ’s teaching in the 
depths of their souls. All too few of 
those who have had similar expe- 
riences have derived from them a 
similar determination to follow reason 
rather than sentiment, and to sacri- 
fice the pleasant associations of friend- 
ship and family attachment to the 
sterner demands of lovalty to the 
truth. Both those who have been 
born in the faith and those who have 
found it at the end of perilous jour- 
neying through the by-ways of in- 
fidelity and heresy have reason to be 
grateful for what Father Paul Fran- 
cis and the Friars and Sisters of 
the Atonement have meant to the 
Church. May the blessed memory of 
this good man increase the fervor of 
our prayers during this week that the 
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Church which Christ founded for all 
men may become their possession in 
fact as well as in divinely established 
right.” 


ST. JOSEPH, PATRON OF THE 
CHURCH. The foster father of the 
Son of God and spouse of Our 
Blessed Lady who guided and pro- 
tected the Saviour when He lived 
on this earth now reigns in heaven 
as the special protector and guard 
of the Mystical Body of Christ, the 
Church. His feast on March 19 
should be the occasion of prayers to 
him that he may watch over and 
intercede for the Church, especially 
in those lands where it is now being 
persecuted. 


St. PATRICK’s DAY. The feast of 
St. Patrick is both a holy day and a 
holiday in Ireland; a holiday for most 
people in New York City, and a 
holyday for those who realize and 
recognize the importance of the 
saint in the propagation of the faith 
throughout the Emerald Isle and 
indeed throughout the world. 


St. COLETTE, MARCH 6. An im- 
portant figure in the history of the 
Church in the fifteenth century was 
St. Colette (1380-1447). She re- 
sembles the great St. Teresa of Avila 
and St. Catherine of Siena in her 
love for the Church and its unity, 
and for her defense of the Papacy. 
She is usually known for the work 
of reform among the Poor Clares, 
but outstanding too is her role in 
the Council of Florence in 1439 and 
her association with the popes of the 
period. She influenced the theologians 
of the Church at the time so that 
they would take part in the Council 
mentioned above and work for the 
reunion of the Eastern dissidents with 
the Church. Though the much de- 
sired achievement was not perma- 
nently reached, the Council did serve 
to crystallize in the minds of men the 
importance and the supremacy of the 
Papacy and its role in securing re- 
union. St. Colette was particularly 
persuasive with friars of the Domini- 
can Order. Her feast day is kept in 
the Franciscan Order on March 6. 
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*““ALL MEN ARE ONE MAN in Christ 
and the unity of Christians consti- 
tute but one man.... : And this man 
is all men and all men are this one 
man; for all are one since Christ is 
one. There is but one man who 
reaches out to the end of time... 
This is the whole Christ—C hrist 
united with the Church.” (St. Augus- 
tine). 


PoPE PIUS XI: EASTERN RITEs. “By 
turning the minds and hearts of the 
students towards Eastern doctrines 
and rites not a little profit is to be 
expected for the Church—profit not 
only to the advantage of the Orien- 
tals but also for the clergy of the 
West as well. The latter will, in 
fact, obtain a more adequate knowl- 
edge of Catholic theology and of 
Latin theological 
conceiving a more ardent love of the 
true Bride of Christ, whose enchant- 


disciplines, while 


unity in the 
diversity of the various rites, will 
shine forth more clearly in their 
eyes.” (Rerum Orientalium, Sept. 8, 


1928). 


ing comeliness, and 


PoPpE LEO XIII ON THE EASTERN 
LiruRGIEs. “The august antiquity 
which lends dignity to these various 
rites is an adornment of the whole 
Church, and a witness to the divine 
unity of the Catholic faith. ... Per- 
haps nothing better proves the note 
of Catholicity in the Church than the 
singular homage paid by these cere- 
monies which vary in form, which 
are celebrated in languages venerable 
by their antiquity, and which are still 
further hallowed by the use that the 
Apostles and Fathers of the Church 
made of them.” (Orientailum digni- 


tas, Nov. 30, 1894). 








A completed Burse of Five Thousand Dollars 
insures the education of a Graymoor Friar 
and enables him to reach his goal—the Altar 


mcormpleked 


BURSES © 


Is YOUR PATRON SAINT among those listed below? There is no 
better way to honor your heavenly namesake than by contrib- 
uting to the Burse bearing his or her name. It is by means of 
the Burses that young men are advanced to the Sacred Priest- 
hood in the Graymoor Community. 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 1956 











Sacred Heart 5,173.53 St. Margaret of Scotland: 4,390.80 
Anon., $3 Miss A.O'C. N.Y , $1; Psy E.B St. Pius X: 3,5 5 
N.Y. $ N.Y., $3; Mrs N.J Miss L ‘onn., $ 
$1; Mrs. M K J., 2; K.R NY $5 Mrs. R.B., Calif., $1; Mrs 
Mrs. J.M.C., N.Y 2; Miss E.S.B., Fla., $2 rs. C.s E 10 
Mrs. J.DeL., N.J., $1; Mrs. T.P., N.J., $5 P.J.B., N.Y., S.A.M 
Mrs. M.I., N.J., $10; Mrs. M.H.M., S.Car E.P., N.Y 2 > af: 
$2; Mrs. G.W., Kan., $5; Miss K.H., N.Y $10; Miss M.R.P., N.Y., ’ 
$5; Mrs. E.P., N.Y., $100; Mrs. G.C., Pa., O., $5; Mrs. R.A., N.Y., $10; Mrs. F A G., 

2 Annuitant (J.E.), $750.00 4 J 
R.1., $ M.W., N.Y., $10; St. Joseph: 3,239.84 
Mrs. $1; 


Mrs. A.N., Fla x A., Hawaii, $25 











c.Dic., Pa 
Sal $1; 

































$5 
L 
R.1. 
N.J., 
$6; A , 
$5; E N.H., ’ 
$1; Miss Ala 1; Mrs. W.ES 5; Mrs. N.Y., $12.50; E . 
; O., $1; LL., Can., $1; Mrs. D Y 2.50; Mrs. E.H., N.Y., $5: H.O’R., Mass 
$1; Mrs. E.C., Mrs. B. N.Y., $1 2; A Mass., $1; Mrs. E.D 
O.L. of ‘ihe Atonement: “ 4,913.50 3; $10; Mrs. M.V., Mich., 
Mrs. M AFP , $25; Mrs. 2; E.C., Calif., $2; Mrs. H.G.H., Mass 
K.R., K., wa., $2; Mrs 2; Mrs. A Dak., $3; M.R.V., Pa 
A.A.Q., Mass., $2.50; Mrs. G.V., N.¥., $5 50; M.P N.Y., $5; Miss H.C., Tex 
N.A.W., ‘onn., $1; M . J 1 3; C.DeT., Wash. D.C., $2; Mrs. R.G.. 
O.E.K., Wash., $1; . . $2.50 O., $1; Mrs. C., Ill, $1; E.C., Pa., $5; 
Mrs. A.T., S.Dak., $1; Mrs. A.B., Ill., $1: Mrs. M.E., N.Y., $1; Mrs. M.F., N.J., $5; 
B.T., Me., $4; Mrs. R.G., O., $2; Mrs. C Mrs. H.H., N.Y., 
Ill ; M.H., N.Y., $1. St Francis Xavier: se 
St. Anthony: — — 4,596.30 P.J N.Y., $1 
Miss F.M., N.Y., $5; M.BG., M.D., O., $5; O.L. of Perpetual Help: —- 
: Mrs. R.M.G., RI., $1; Mrs. D.P.M., N.Y.. C.H., N.Y., : Pa., 
$1; A.J.R., Nebr., $1; Mrs ° E.S.H., i 
j 
; 
/ x 
; ’ ° ; J.K., S., . * O.Z.., ‘ 4 W., Tex. $ M.B 
; Minn., $2; Mrs. K.E.D., Mich., $1; A.P.G., Conn., $2; Mrs. A.B., Calif., $1 
Mass., $5; Mrs. A.H., Wisc., $1; H.A.L., Sacred Shoulder: . a 2,227.95 
4 ll 1; Mrs. E.R., La., $5; Mrs. E.M., O.L. of Lourdes: 2,098.55 
Can., $1; H.O’R., Mass., $1; J.M.R., N.J., Mrs. D.B., Ill., $5; P.J.B., N.Y¥., $1 
$1; Mr: M.E., Pa., $2; P.J.B., N.Y., $1; St. Lawrence: 8 ___..__... 2,090.00 
E.S., N.Y., $5 OP.. Pa., $1 MoE. $t. Matthias: —— 2'064.00 
7 Michael and Hon 2,007.00 
of ~~, 7 Medal: 1,841.20 
rs 2; A.M.H., Mich 
Ss % a "NY $11 . 
Iowa, $1; Mrs. K.M., Y¥ 
$5; Mrs. G.J.H., Minn 
. $1; Mrs. A.E.M., ue, 
, > Mrs 6. : ; $10; J.D., N.Y 
A.G.R., Kan., $5; Mrs Drie N.Y., $1; St. Rita 
Mrs. C. Ill., $1 Mrs. HCY, N.Y., $2 Mrs 
St. Ann: . 7 —— 4,220.90 Blessed Martin D2Por 
L.J.S., Mich., $5; Mr.&Mrs. R.A.F N.Y., M.M.M., Ill., $10; Mrs, B.J.D. 
- $1; K.McD., Mass., $5: R.N., N.Y., $5: T.F., N.J., $1; Miss M.T.C., 
P.J.B., N.Y., $1; F.J.B., N.Y., $1; ‘Miss Ill., $2; Mrs. E.D., N.Y., $3 
M.R.P.. N.Y., $1 $1; V.DelG., Mich., $10; R.A.H 
Ka 5 ay 844 49 Miss G.M., N.Y., $5; r S., 
Mass., $10.43; Mrs. P.S., tial $1 Mrs. A.N., Calif., $1; J.W.K., Tex 
Sine” FPG. Tll., $1; Mrs. H.C.Y., N.Y., $2 Fr. Paul S.A: - 
Mrs, E.J., N.¥., $1; Mrs. C.P.M., Conn., $1 Mrs. C.T., Fla., $1. 


SUPPORT A GRAYMOOR BURSE 












St. Raphael: 1,209.66 
Anon., “ 'y $10; Miss HL, N.Y. § + $5; Miss 
M.R.P $1 








Hope: a 1,122.05 
Fr. Drumgoole: —___ - 1,052.10 
W.A.N., N.J., $5; Miss R.H., Ga., $5. 

Holy Spirit: ———mas 000.95 
Mrs. J.M.S., Pa., $5 

St. John Baptist: mae 906.85 
Immaculate Conception 886.95 








rs. C.D., Va., $4; E.L.., 


Bro. Jude S.A.:; 
E., Dei., $10. 
ints: _ 


, N.Y., $5; J.P., N.Y. $5; Mrs, MLL. 
Md.,’ $2; P.J.B., N.¥., $1; Mrs. J.M., Pa.. 
$5; Mrs. R.G o., $1; A.G., Kan., $8 

. el: ie don aecaech 








St. Micha 726.50 
Holy Souls: ne 705.60 
B N.Y., $1; Mrs. J.W., eee , $1 


Mrs. M.D., Mass., $1; Mrs. M.J.P., Mass., 


$1 
Blessed Sacrament: 
Mrs. E.A.McC., N.Y., $5 


LLeB., N.¥., $1. 
oe Barnabas 8.A.; — 
W., N.Y 10 

Precious ibiovd: 


Our Sorrowful Mother: 5 
Mrs J.R.B., Calif., §2; Mrs C.P.M., 





$ . 505 
Miss M.A.D., Vt., $5; A.J.R., Nebr $1 
K.C., Me., $10; A.T.W., N.Y., $10; Mrs 
7 F Y 1 
















* $50 








500.87 
o8 440.30 
or: 434.80 
$2 
Sw 374.65 
H = - 351.00 
M., Mass., $1. 
St. Eugene: - 349.39 
St - toegaret er scaeeenannnnstaasaeen 326.55 
B.. N.Y., $1 
Five Holy Wounds: = 311.10 
St. John the Apostie wane 290.06 
St. Gerard Majella 288.93 
O., $3; M w Mass., £2 


' . ° ; Mrs. F.D., 
Mrs. G.R., Tll., $1; Mrs. J.N., N.Y., $2: 
Mrs. L.B.. Mass., $1; Mrs. V.M., Hawai, 


St. Bridget of Ireland: — _ 212.20 
Mrs G., N.J., $1 
St. Vincent: — = 206.00 
St. Francis of Assisi: 188.89 
$1 


Anon., $1; A.K., Iowa, $2; Mrs. K.L., N.Y., 
$5; W.O'H., N.Y¥., $2; V-¥., Ill, $4: Mrs 
G.P., N.Y., $1; Mrs.'I c., N.J., $1; A.F., 








N.Y 
ye ving Magéaline: 184.50 
$1 
O.L. BS the Rosary: 152.25 
Mrs. C.DiC, Pa., $1; E.I., Calif., $1 
Sacred Head: 149.45 
Bro. Andre C.S.C.: _ 129.40 
Most Holy Trinity: a 126.20 
Brother Anthony S8.A.: . 129.60 
Pope Pius XI: ame . 104.60 
SS. Adam and Eve: i 100.00 
St. Philomena: 86.00 
ae $2; Mrs. F.F., Mo., $5. 
St. Cla 85.20 
St. Paul: sausesuemnesnasnessnans 67.70 
St. Teresa ane 65.60 
O.L. e. V victory 65.50 
Mrs O., $2.50; Mrs. J.R.B., Caiif., 
Venerable Catherine Tekawitha: — 62.75 
*. Maria Goretti: 38.00 
M.M., Mass 

St. George: | _ - — 35.00 
Fr. Flanagan: 32.00 
St. preemeneneonenimenatetsseae 21.00 
St. —<—<——<—< ou ___ 20.00 








Honor your 
favorite Saint 
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‘The Oldest Passion Play 


by RUTH OSWALD T was a simple item in the newspaper, tucked away 


an obscure corner, yet behind it is a story of dramatic Play las 


in 


intensity, a gripping tradition that binds families to- by the 


gether through one generation after another. No mat- | The 
ter what a child schooled in this tradition might want to do | lia durir 
with his or her life, all professions must be sacrificed as he o1 over to 
she, as the case may be, bows to the sacred tradition of per- | play wz 
petuating the drama of the Passion of Christ. families, 
The newspaper item reads, “German-born Heinrich certain 1 
Meier and his cousin, Johanna Meier, 17, are being trained sibility « 
to replace Johanna’s parents in the leading roles—of Christ Leunen 
and Mary—in the Black Hills Passion Play. The pair will years of 
be the eighth generation in their Catholic family to appear impossib 
in the play, which was first presented in Luenen, Germany. original 
Josef Meier the present Christus and director began pro- | parts in 
duction of it after leaving Germany in the early Hitler era.” | Mar 
The Black Hills Passion is the oldest Passion Play in the mergau 
world. It began back in the middle 1200’s when the monks 
of Cappenburg Monastery initiated the practice of presenting 
the Passion in drama at Easter time in order to impress the 


sacred scenes on the minds of the people. At that time the 


Joseph Meier as the Christus 


Christ washing the feet of the Apostles 








rich 
ined 
hrist 

will 
pear 
any. 
pro- 
fa.” 


the 


ynks 


ting 
the 


the 


The Black Hills Passion Play is the 


oldest in the world, beginning in the 


middle of the Thirteenth Century 


Play lasted eight hours. Male and female roles were played 
by the monks, 

The play became traditional to the people of Westpha- 
lia during the centuries, By the 17th century it was handed 
over to the people of the village of Leunen. The ancient 
play was translated from Latin to German. The original 
families, who were chosen because of the resemblances of 
certain members to Biblical characters, took over the respon- 
sibility of sustaining and preserving the Passion Play of 
Leunen in continuity, producing it annually except during 
years of war and emergencies when a presentation proved 
impossible with the men away at war. The children of these 
original families were trained from childhood to take many 
parts in the play. 

Many persons believe that the Passion Play of Oberam- 
mergau is the oldest of its kind in the (Cont. on page 18) 


The Crucifixion 


On the road to Golgotha 
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aw and 


by ELEANOR M. JEWETT 


odelm the Rudy 


They came slowly out of the brook toward the little company, 


their feet glistening, the hand of one in the hand 


of the other, as if they were half afraid, Ethne and Fedelm 


NCE, long ago, on a soft May morning St. 
Patrick and his priests were walking along a 
rutty road in Ireland. The day was young and 
fair and the new spring burgeoning lovely to 

see and the pilgrim saints felt their hearts grow large 
with joy. 

“Tt is good to be alive!” said St. Patrick, his radiant 
face all aglow as he raised it to the gentle blue of the 
sky. “‘Let us thank our Lord God.” 

So they paused by the side of the road to offer their 
prayers and thanksgiving which came readily enough to 
their eager lips. 

When they turned their attention again to the way 
they were going they saw just ahead of them a stream 
of water sparkling and splashing over the white pebbles 
that lined its course. And standing in the midst of it, 
their eyes big with wonder, stood two little barefoot 
maids. The hair of one was as yellow as gold in the sun 
and the eyes of her bluer than the clear spring sky over- 
head. The other was ruddy to look upon, her eyes dark, 
her hair a tawny red. 

They came slowly out of the brook toward the 
little company, their feet glistening, the hand of one in 
the hand of the other as if they were half afraid. 

“Who may you be, my little ones?” asked St. 
Patrick. 

The two, taking courage from that smile of his, 
which had warmed the hearts of many a fierce Irish 
chieftain, approached yet closer and with more confi- 
dence. 


“T am Ethne the Fair,” said the golden one. 


nD I am Fedelm the Ruddy,” said she of the tawny 
hair, and added, “We be princesses, children of the 
High King Loaghaire.” 
“And what manner of men are you?” said Ethne. 
“Are you folk from another world? from the far 
western Islands of the Blest, perhaps? Never have we 


seen men in white robes such as those you wear or the 
strange high hats, or with the crossed wood staves you 
are carrying. Are you fairy creatures?” 

Patrick laughed softly and the others did also. Never 
before had they been mistaken for fairy folk! 

“Nay, little maids,” said he. “We are of this world, 
mortal and very human even as you, but we have come 
to tell you of another world, a heavenly one wherein 
reigns the one true God who is ruler over all this earth.” 

“Oh,” said Fedelm, delightedly, “tell us about Him! 
Is He a very great king—as powerful as our father?” 

“A story!” cried Ethne clapping her hands. “You 
are going to a tell us a story like the bards in our dunn 
of a winter evening! Who is He, this God? Where does 
He live? What is He like? Does He wear a crown? 
Is He fierce and terrible?” 


Nb has He children like us!” broke in Fedelm. 

“What are their names? Where do they play? Is 
there a queen too? Or is she dead like our sweet mother? 
Tell us! Tell us all about this God you know so well!” 
She seized Patrick’s hand in her soft small one and 
Ethne plucked at his sleeve and together they drew the 
saint to the edge of the stream where there were some 
large boulders. There they made him sit down and they 
knelt beside him close to his knee lifting their eager 
young faces to his. 

“Children! children!” cried St. Patrick, over- 
whelmed by the rush of their questions. “’Tis not a 
minstrel’s tale I would be telling you but the sober 
truth—the truest truth! It is not meet that you should— 
should—” he hesitated. Was not eager, innocent delight 
a meet and fitting mood indeed in which to listen to the 
good news of the Holy Gospel? 

“A true story! All the better!” said Ethne, sitting 
back on her heels with a little sigh of happy anticipation. 

“But is it sad?” asked Fedelm, sensing something 
amiss in his hesitation. (Cont. on page 21) 
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Our 
eminarians 


and Unity 


The Graymoor Student has the privilege 
of taking part in the Society’s 


work, the Apostolate of Christian Unity 


Mimeograph and Silk Screen 





rl THE SOUTHERN TIP of Lake Seneca is the small 
| Plas of Montour Falls, N. Y., and in this quiet 
place, disturbed only by the sounds of tumbling water 
falls and by the breezes from the Finger Lakes, is the 
Minor Seminary of the Graymoor Friars. Here young 
men are trained to be Franciscan religious and priests, 
but more particularly priests whose prime work is 
Christian Unity, Usually minor seminarians do not take 
an active part in their community’s apostolate, but 
rather they are trained to assume this work in later life. 
But the Graymoor student has the almost unique privi- 
lege of taking a part in the Apostolate of Christian 
Unity, which is the first purpose of the Society of the 
Atonement. 

Lamp readers have always shown a great interest 
in the students of St. John’s Atonement Seminary, and 
in the great work of Christian Unity. Because of this we 
would like to tell you about our part in the unity apos- 
tolate. In 1950 the superiors of the Seminary founded 
the “Chair of Unity League” in order to train the 
seminarians to be unity-minded. At first it was just a 
discussion group to acquaint the student with a par- 


St. John’s Atonement Seminary, 
Montour Falls, N. Y. 


Prayer for Unity is the 
Soul of all efforts 








ticular non-Catholic sect and to urge him to pray for 
unity. Over the past five years a number of other activi- 
ties have developed from it. Today it is a well organized 
group with definite ends and activities. 


E HAVE MONTHLY meetings which are taken up fot 
W the most part with talks and an open discussion 
about a particular Protestant group. At the present time 
the talks are on Protestant Sects in America. Last year 
we discussed the more prominent groups in Europe, such 


as the Lutherans, Anglicans and Calvinists. By taking 


part in the discussions we find out what they teach, so 
that we can apply our knowledge of Apologetics to the 
particular group. The rest of the meeting is given over 
to the reports on projects, and a short talk by the Father 
Moderator who encourages us to be zealous in our unity 
studies in order that one day we may be able to show the 
light of faith to those who are seeking the truth. 
Prayers are the soul of all our efforts. They are 
like the stage-hands who make a great production pos- 
sible and yet are never seen. Every exercise that we per- 
form in chapel is ended by the Unity (Cont. on page 22) 


Many hands make light work 


Lectures help to get 
all the facts straight 


Father Moderator plans policy 
with the officers 


Gathering and typing the materials 





































































HEN OUR REVERED FOUNDER, 

Father Paul James Francis, S.A. 
was a little boy of ten years of age 
he was very much impressed by his 
father’s account of a trip that the 
elder Wattson had made to Baltimore 
to hear a Paulist Father speak in the 
Cathedral. It was at this time, as 
Father Founder told us, that the first 
intimation of his life’s work came 
to him. He distinctly heard in his 
mind the words “That’s what you 
will do one day, found a preaching 
order like the Paulists.” 

He, himself, was a_ powerful 
preacher, and as an Episcopal Clergy- 
man he was very much in demand for 
special sermons preached on outstand- 
ing occasions. He did street preaching 
too. As an old Brooklyn newspaper 
reported “The open-air preaching of 
Father Paul James Francis at the 
corner of Myrtle and Knickerbocker 
Aves. on Sunday afternoons lately 
has attracted wide attention. It has 
seemed like a return to the times 
before the Reformation to see a friar 
in the habit of St. Francis of Assisi 
preaching to a crowd in the streets.” 

After the reception of the Society 
of the Atonement into the Catholic 
Church, Father Paul continued to 
give parish missionsin various Churches 
including special sermons delivered in 
the Cathedral in New York City and 
in Philadelphia. But the burden of 
running the Society became so great 
and his presence at the Mountain was 
so sorely needed that he had to give 
up his love for parish missions and 
wait for the day when his own friars 
would be able to take up this work. 

The Friars of the Atonement grew 
very slowly and though during the 
early years one or another of the 
fathers would be called on for a par- 
ish mission, or a triduum, or a no- 
vena, or some other preaching assign- 
ment, these assignments could be ful- 
filled only sporadically. 

However, about eight or ten years 
ago, when our numbers became suffi- 
ciently large, it finally became pos- 
sible to organize a regular Mission 
Band of the Atonement Fathers. Most 
of the formal organizational work of 
the Mission Band was done by Fr. 
Theophane Murphy, S.A. who today 
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is the Director of Our Lady of the 
Atonement Retreat House in Gar- 
diner Mines, Nova Scotia. Several 
other fathers contributed greatly to 
the work as director of the Mission 
Band, namely: Fr. Brendan Burns, 
S.A. who is now in charge of the 
Chair of Unity Octave observances in 
Washington, D.C., Very Rev. Fr. 
Alexander Beaton, $.A., Guardian 
at Graymoor and Fr. Boniface Reid- 
mann, $.A. who has returned to the 
Mission Band after being Spiritual 
Director at our major seminary in 
Washington, D, C. Our present Fa- 
ther General was also a member of 
the Mission Band for several years. 

All of our missioners are specially 
chosen and trained for this important 
work. According to our regulations 
every one assigned to the Mission 
Band must attend a preaching course 
given during the summer generally at 
the Catholic University of America. 
The course consists in the theory and 
practice of preaching. Each priest 
learns how to construct an effective 
sermon, where to get his material, 
how to put it together. Each priest 
then makes announcements, reads 
the Gospels, and preaches his sermon 
before the assembled class. After- 
wards he is given special attention 
and coaching by the professor. 

The present director of the Mission 
Band is. Fr. Michael Sugrue, S.A. 
Father Michael is ably assisted in the 
office by Brother Paul, T.S.A. who 
acts as his secretary and spends hour 
after hour keeping the assignments 
straight and the various details under 
control, 

The heavy periods for the fathers 
on the Mission Band are the Fall, 
from about the 15th of September 
up until Christmas time, and the late 
Winter and early Spring, from about 
the last week of January until Easter. 
Since these two periods are the most 
popular for parish missions, the fathers 
are on the road for six and seven 
weeks at a stretch. 

Physically, the life of a missioner 
is very hard. Travelling from place 
to place and living out of a suitcase 
for about 35 weeks a year take their 
toll. In most of the parishes where 
missions are given the accommoda- 


tions are crowded and often the mis- 
sioner finds himself up in the attic 
under the eaves. Sometimes, too, na- 
tional food habits impose a hardship 
on some of the missioners. 

The hours are very long. Generally 
the mission Mass is early enough in 
the morning so that people can come 
to it and get to work on time. This 
means that the missioner often has 
to rise before five o’clock to say his 
Mass and give his mission sermon. 
Though it is our practice to limit to 
one hour the actual mission services 
which consist of the Rosary, the an- 
nouncements, the instruction, the ser- 
mon and Benediction, the missioners 
remain in the Church hearing confes- 
sions sometimes as late as 10:30 or 
11:30. 

Preaching the sermon and hearing 
confessions particularly are a strain 
that key up the nervous system to 
such an extent that it is very difficult 
to get to sleep for an hour or an hour 
and a half after one has gone to 
bed. Most of us have found that it’s 
not too bad to get along on four or 
five hours of sleep a night for three 
or four nights, but after a week or 
two all of us feel the strain from the 
lack of sleep. 

When the fathers are not engaged 
in giving parish missions they are kept 
busy in giving retreats to religious, to 
nurses, to teen-agers, or to high school 
students. In addition, the missioners 
are on call for Forty Hours Devo- 
tions, tridua, novenas, and any other 
preaching assignments that may come 
their way. 
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At present we have ten members 
in our Mission Band: Fr. Normand 
Prevost, S.A., Fr. Canisius Kiniry, 
S.A., Fr. Terence Cummings, S.A., 


remembered by some of the readers 
of THE LAMP as the author of the 
controversial piece “Blame It On 
The Women”, Fr. Benjamin McVey, 
S.A., Fr. James Salvi, S.A. and Fr. 
Colman Gallacher, $.A., who is the 
founder and for many years the di- 
rector of the St. Margaret of Scot- 
land Guild. In addition we also have 
Fr. Boniface Reidmann, S.A., Fr. 
Paul Haefner, S.A. and Fr. Brendan 
Burns, S.A. -All the fathers of the 
Mission Band are stationed at Gray- 
moor except Father Canisius who 
lives at Our Lady of the Atonement 
Novitiate, Valley Falls, R. I. and 
Father Brendan Burns who is sta- 
tioned at the Atonement Seminary, 
Washington, D.C. 

Needless to say, the parish missions 
do a tremendous amount of good. 
Many marriages are validated at that 
time and many fallen away Catholics, 





FR. MICHAEL SUGRUE, S.A. 
Mission Band Director 
some who have not been in a Church 
for as much as 50 years, are brought 
back to the practice of the Faith. 

It is very consoling to hear some 
of the stories the fathers on the Mis- 
sion Band tell of their experiences. 
For instance, we have a little cere- 
mony during the mission called the 


Blessing of the Babies in which we 
ask the mothers of pre-school children 
to bring the children to the Church 
that they might be blessed and dedi- 
cated to Our Blessed Mother. It’s 
quite a thing to see. At about 2:30 in 
the afternoon the mothers and the 
babies start showing up. Some in car- 
riages, some walking, holding on to 
their mother’s hand, some infants in 
arms. During the last four or five 
years, it is not unusual for a mother 
to show up with three or four little 
children. 

Of course, the little ones get rest- 
less in Church; some of them cry, 
some of them shout, and some of 
them run up and down the aisles. 

One day when the Blessing of the 
Babies was announced in a certain 
parish, a young Chinese girl, an Epis- 
copalian, asked the father giving the 
mission whether it would be permis- 
sible for her to bring her child to be 
blessed. He said “Sure, bring the 
baby along.” She was most grateful 
for the blessing and then went on to 
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} . tell the father about her mother, also 
Educate an Episcopalian, who was dying of 
cancer, and wondered if he would 
t a worthy boy so that he _ up and bless her — _ wer 
ther went up to visit and gave the ‘ 
con reach the Altar of God | sal te: Bos his_ blessing. Three or man | 
« four days later he had a phone call py 
from the young Chinese lady who a Cal 
: : é af woma 
told him that her mother was in the 
hospital and wanted to die a Catholic. Ac 
; \ Father went down to the hospital; this 
; ' Co-cperate ascertained from the old lady that she enoug 
eS tt ‘ truly desired to be a Catholic, and It 
} in the Missionary werk then and there took care of her spiri- ro . 
tual needs. A day or so later she died efore 
of the Graymoor Friars and undoubtedly she is now in If 
| Heaven praying for the success of the before 
| Mission Band that brought her to still 1i 
the Faith. was | 
conve 
| j fWWo FEASTs occuR this month T gu 
I r. hich are celebrated with tradi- give 
Panrtlepate tional “‘gaudeamus’s” (a ‘gaudeamus’ = s 
’ is an entertainment) at our Minor n 
in God's Holy work for Seminary at Montour Falls, N. Y. safe t 
the Salvation of Souls The first is that of St. Thomas Aqui- go de 
nas, the patron of all schools. Usually the m 
we schedule a discussion about some- can q 
thing this great saint wrote but this thing 
year we are planning something else i 
that we feel will be enjoyable and | SAIN 
educational. This will be a word con- ing a 
test for the whole school. The con- ciding 
testants will be given review sheets a tell us 
week before the contest so that the olic 
You CAN satisfy the charity competition will be good. Denis 
burning in your heart to do all On St. Patrick’s Day tradition w ill 6. 
ayes pe . rule again. This time the Seminarians femin 
} of these things. Perhaps, in will go out on hikes, then sit down to May 
justice to yourself, you feel that a big dinner after which the freshmen Fl: 
you cannot do them right now. will present their contribution to the Feast 
| But by remembering the Gray- theatrical world. De 
‘Fria 1 ill At the end of this month and at Feast 
moor rsin your will you the end of every month all of our 
can accomplish all this and seminarians make a Holy Hour with 
share in the rewards promised the general intention of reparation ¢ BLES 
by Christ. Keep alive the Chris- | aon the ae ee! ae cage pty 
suffers at the hands of those who do 2 
tian tradition of real charity by not believe in the Real Presence, and pec = 
sharing something with Christ, in atonement for all those who fail oo 
Our Blessed Lord and Saviour 9 to come and pay Him homage in this } Tr 
; ’ Most Sacred Sacrament. One of our Virgil 
' Fathers stationed at Montour Falls little 
i a conducts the Hour of Adoration for made 
t AWeres Mou, a particular Intention such as: our Moth 
studies, the missions, our benefactors, no ba 
Merely insert in your will: | give, devise, and Unity among Christians, and so on. produ 
bequeath to the Friars of the Atonement, Inc., The third Sunday of every month is inaete 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum of $ @ special ane because that is the day ty 
; that we all gather in the chapel to that 
: L spend one hour entirely with Christ. word 
E. A Continued on page 18 in th 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE...If a 
man has been married by a Justice of 
the Peace and divorced, then becomes 
a Catholic, can he marry a Catholic 
woman in a Catholic Church? 
Actually it is impossible to answer 
this written 
enough details are not given. 


question as because 


It all depends upon whether or 


not the man was validly married 
before his conversion. 
If the man was validly married 


before his conversion and his wife is 
still living the answer is, “No.” If he 
was not validly married before his 
conversion the answer is, ““Yes.”’ So 
I guess the only answer that I can 
give you is that sometimes he can 
and sometimes he can’t. 

In all such marriage cases the only 
safe thing to do is for the parties to 
go down to the pastor and discuss 
the matter with him. The pastor then 
can question them to find out every- 


thing that he needs to know. 


7 7 7 7 
SAINTS’ NAMES .,. We are expect- 
ing a baby in February and are de- 
ciding on a name. Would you please 
tell us whether the following are Cath- 
olic names? Sandra, Elaine and 
Denise. 

Sandra is the shortened form of the 
feminine of Alexander. 
May 18th. 

Elaine is another form for Helen. 
Feast day, August 18th. 

Denise is the feminine for Dennis. 
Feast day, November 17th. 


Feast day, 


7 5 y 7 


BLESSED VIRGIN ...People tell 
many religious stories. Among them is 
one about the Blessed Virgin Mary 
being one of seven sisters. Can you 
explain this to me? 

Tradition holds that the Blessed 
Virgin was an only child. The pious 
little stories that you hear are often 
made up and told about the Blessed 
Mother and the saints. They have 
no basis in real history. They are just 
products of some pious person’s imag- 
ination, 

Possibly they come out of the fact 
that many people misinterpret the 
word “brother” or “‘sister” as found 
in the Bible. Generally, these words 


Ol, 


— 






relatives, and have 
mostly to cousins. 


mean reference 


7 7 7 7 
COLUMBUS...Is it true that the 
first priests to come to America were 
Franciscans? 

The Franciscan priests did come to 
the United States first. There was a 
Franciscan Columbus 
country and 
Franciscans 


with 
when he discovered the 

other 
out from Spain. 


along 


many were sent 


y 7 7 7 
ORIENTAL CATHOLICS ... Have 


the Greek Catholics always been 
under the Pope? 


Originally, all of the Greek Cath- 
better term is Catholics of 
the Oriental Rites—were all loyal 
Holy Father the Pope and 
upon him as the Vicar of 
Christ upon Earth. However, along 
Tenth or Eleventh Cen- 
tury, some of them broke away, and 
while retaining all of the rest of 
Catholic doctrine they refused alle- 
giance to the Holy Father and so 
became Schismatics. The others re- 
mained faithful down through the 
centuries. Some of those who broke 
away, after being in schism for a 
time, reunited with Rome and now, 
of course, are just as much Catholic 


olics—a 


to our 


looked 


about the 


as we are. 
5 A 7 y 7 

SECRET SOCIETIES . . . Can a Cath- 
olic be a member of the Odd Fellows? 

A secret society is an organization 
members are so bound to 
that they may not disclose 
its purposes, practices, or activities 
to competent civil 


whose 


or ecclesiastical 
authority. As such secrecy may be 
and commonly is used as an instru- 
ment for the benefit of the members 
to the disadvantage of others in the 
eC ei anand 


id, BURN A VOTIVE LIGHT 
in honor of 


THE INFANT OF PRAGUE 





See complete details on page 32 
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community, and as it has been too 
frequently used to control civil au- 
thority for questionable political pur- 
poses, usually to the detriment of 
religion, the Church considers such 
organizations unlawful. 

The Odd Fellows were formed in 
England in 1812 as an outgrowth 
of rivalry to the Masons. They were 
introduced into America in 1819. 
Membership in the Odd Fellows has 
been specially forbidden by the Holy 
See. 

Membership in any secret Society 
is strictly forbidden. The Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows is considered 
a secret Society. Therefore, a Cath- 
olic cannot become a member with- 
sin. If a Catholic 
a member of the Odd 
is not excommunicated 


out committing 
does become 
Fellows, he 
from the Church but he is in mortal 
sin and must confess this matter. To 
receive absolution he must, of course, 
withdraw from the Society and prom- 
ise to have nothing to do with it 
further. 
A ry 7 7 


LEGION OF DECENCY...In the 
Legion of Decency film ratings, there 
are a group of films entitled, “Class 
B—Objectionable in part for all.” 

Are Catholics allowed to see these 
films? If not, would it be a mortal or 
venial sin to see them? 


As for a “B” picture, that is, one 
that is “objectionable in part for all”, 
it is extremely difficult to say just 
what kind of a sin a person who went 
to see it would commit. 

For some people whose imagina- 
tions are very lively, or whose faith 
is weak, it might very well be a mor- 
tal sin to attend. For others it might 
be only a venial sin. In other words, 
the seriousness of the fault lies to a 
great extent in the people involved. 

However another element that also 
must be taken into consideration is 
how much danger of giving scandal 
there is. In other words, while you 
yourself might suffer little or no 
harm from a picture objectionable in 
part, maybe the fact that you went 
to this movie would induce someone 
else to attend who would fall into 
sin because of seeing it. 
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With the end of March comes the 
third quarter exams, and a sure sign 
that the end of the year is approach- 
ing soon, and that Easter is just 
around the corner, 


JE JUST HAD A LETTER from Fr. 
\W John Marie Bursis, S.A. telling 
us that he got a fine response on the 
short write-up we gave him in the 
January issue. “However” he says “I 
was ordained in 1940. I have been 
ordained 15 years and in the article 
you said that I was ordained in 1941. 
But that’s a very minor point. Where 
on earth did you get all the informa- 
tion about me and my family.” Father 
John Marie forgets that his blood- 
brother is stationed here at Graymoor, 
Brother John Joseph, S.A. and he 
supplied us with the information that 
we were so glad to use. Father asked 
us to thank all of you readers who 
were so kind to him. 

Incidentally, if there are any of our 
readers who have some serviceable 
old clothing, Father John Marie 
could use it for the people with whom 
he works. His address is: 

Fr. John Marie Bursis, S.A. 
St. Madeleine’s Mission 
Lumberton, N. C. 


We had another letter from Fath- 
er Pacificus in Japan, “Christmas was 
quite eventful here in Japan. I helped 
Fr. Ambrose (50 miles away from 
Tsurumi) and he had 16 baptized 
for Christmas. I want to write this 
up for you since I think it will be 
a good description of how the Church 
grows slowly, but steadily. The other 
night Kieran and I went to the home 
of some Japanese, a wonderful young 
couple with a little baby girl, and we 
had the full menu of Japanese New 
Years food. There was octopus, bam- 
boo shoots, little fish the size of trop- 
ical fish with their heads and tails on 
pickled, rice paste, water lily, black 
beans, raw fish and many other real 
delicacies for the Japanese. Oh, yes! 
I mustn’t forget the seaweed. These 
are really part of the meal we had, 
and are not quite as unpalatable as we 
might imagine in the States. Need- 

BURN A VOTIVE LIGHT | 
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Our Lady of the | 

Miraculous Medal 
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less to say, although I ate everything 
slowly of course, I didn’t have the 
gusto that would accompany one of 
those excellent dinners the Brothers 
put out at Graymoor.” t 





The Oldest Passion Play 
Continued from page 9 . 
world, but this is not the case. Ober- 
ammergau did not produce its Passion 
Play until after the devastating plague 
of 1633 when a vow was made to re- 
produce the Passion of Christ every 
ten years from that time onward. 
Nor have the Passion Players of Ob- 
erammergau ever left their own vil- 
lage to give performances elsewhere. 
They have consistently refused to 
come to the United States in spite of 
very tempting offers. 

When Hitlerism swept Germany 
the people of Leunen became worried 
for their ancient Play, fearing it 
would be suppressed. A discussion en- 
sued which resulted in the decision to 
send the Play to the United States for 
safekeeping. Heinrich Meier was the 
Director of the Play at that time in 
addition to playing the role of the 
Christus. For six generations the Play 
had been directed by a Meier. 

Young Josef, the heir to this tra- 
dition was at Muenster University 
studying to be a doctor. He was sum- 
moned home and told of the decision 
of his elders, that he was to become 
the new Director, and take the Play 
to America. His father, at 58, was 
too old to take over such an assign- 
ment in exile. 

Josef Meier and ten young com- 
panions were drilled in their parts 
and rehearsed endlessly until they 
were letter perfect in performing the 
Passion Play in English. In 1932 the 
24-year-old director of the Leunen 
Players set sail for the United States 
with his small troupe, a few trunks of 
costumes, a. few props for the Play 
and One Thousand Dollars. 

They could never have arrived in 
this country at a worse time as the 
United States was in the depths of 
the depression. Audiences were slen- 
der and many of those who witnessed 
the Play were not able to pay the full 
price of an admission ticket, some 
could pay nothing at all. It has been 
a tradition of the Leunen Plavers, 
later the Black Hills Passion Players, 
that no one who wants to see the Pas- 
sion Play should be turned away for 
lack of the price of admission. From 
the very beginning it was resolved 
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that the Play should not be a money- 
maker. Profits which accrued were 
to be turned back into improving the 
Play, after expenses were paid, the 
actors and actresses paid their salaries. 

They were very slim salaries in 
the early days. Receipts were divided 
between the players according to need 
but accounts were kept so that every 
player would receive his and her 
back salary when success should be 
achieved. Success seemed far away 
when travelling in grimy day coaches, 
living in third-rate hotels and playing 
in school auditoriums, old theaters, 
anywhere space was offered to them. 

“What we would have done with- 
out hamburgers, I do not know,” the 
old troupers often said laughingly. 
Another would add, “Don’t forget 
the coffee and doughnuts, which were 
oftentimes our only meals.” 

In addition to financial problems 
and securing bookings. to keep occu- 
pied along the circuit route, there was 
the problem of language. While the 
Players had learned their parts in 
English they found it very hard to 
put the proper fire, emotion and 
pathos in the new language. “It was 
like riding a strange horse,” Josef 
Meier recalls. 

The Players often had to switch 
roles or play two or three of them in 
emergencies. There was the time that 
Judas took pneumonia and _ Josef 
Meier had to slip from his Christus 
role to become Judas in a_ heavily 
hooded cloak. In one performance 
three different players adopted the 
role of Judas, with the audience being 
none the wiser. This is because every 
player knew the role of the other and 
could fill in. Some of them graduate 
from lesser roles to the major ones. 
Johanna Meier for instance, who is 
now studying to become the new 
Mary, has been the contemporary 
Salome. 

The traditional eight hour Passion 
Play underwent considerable shorten- 
ing through the centuries. Today it 
lasts from two and a half to three 
hours. The original company of 11 
has grown to 250. At first extras for 
the mob scenes were picked up in the 

Continued on page 20 
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Sr. ANTHONY AND OUR LADY. Well 
known is the saint’s love for the all- 
holy Mother of God. 
universal confession of sin 


“From the 
Mary 
among all creatures is to be excepted 
for she was full of grace from the 
beginning ... that she might worthily 
n her womb Him who from 
the beginning held in His hands the 
of the > Through 
Mary, he says, men are protected 
from the dangers of this life, escape 
all danger and arrive at the same 
haven of eternity; for Mary is the 
Star of the Sea who rescues us from 


bear 


control universe.’ 


tempests, shows us the way, and 
guides us to the port of safety. 
RECENTLY AN ENGLISH Catholic 


newspaper reported that some valu- 
able manuscripts had been discovered 
in the friars’ library in Padua. Perhaps 
there will be a study published of 
these documents, many of which are 
believed to be written in the saint’s 
own hand. 


St. BONAVENTURE PRAISED St. An- 
thony for his spirit of humility: “He 
desired in the order of Francis to beg 
for alms and to possess nothing under 
heaven”; for his spirit of poverty: 
“at the example of St. Francis, 
the Blessed Anthony was moved to 
follow him in the footsteps of poverty 
and thus become a renowned imita- 
tor not only of Francis but also of 
Christ”; for his virginity, bodily and 
spiritual, joined to that of the doc- 
torate due him because of his preach- 
ing and the mission apostolate; for 
his love for Christ, shown in his 
desire for martyrdom when he saw 
the bodies of the five friars at Coim- 
bra, returned from Morocco where 
they had died for the Master. 


“WE MUST VERILY BELIEVE that 
the almighty power of God, that 
would give unto the holy Bishop 
Ambrose that he be present at the 
burial of the glorious Martin (many 
years after St. Ambrose’s death) that 
he might honor the holy pontiff with 
his holy ministry, did also make his 
servant Francis appear at the preach- 
ing of his true herald Anthony that 
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At St.Anthonn’s Feet 


he might ascertain his preaching of 
the truth and especially his preaching 
of the Cross of Christ, of 
he was a supporter and 
(Thomas of Celano, biographer of 
St. Francis of Assisi, Life I, Cc. 18). 


which 
»”» 
servant, 


THE POOR CLARE NUNS. The Poor 
Clares have always held St. Anthony 
in great veneration because he died at 
their convent of Arcella in 1231. 
At first they had hoped to keep his 
precious remains until the provincial 
of the friars appealed to the Bishop 
of Padua, who ordered the body to 
be returned to the friary of Santa 
Maria in Padua whence St. Anthony 
had set forth on his last missionary 
journey. 


ST. ANTHONY AND IRELAND. In the 
letters of petition of 1945 asking that 
St. Anthony be declared a Doctor 
of the Church, there is a document 
from the president of Ireland asking 
that our saint be so honored by the 
Church. It is, as far as we know, the 
only request from a head of a civil 
state. The president made the request 
in the name of the whole Irish nation. 
““THIs NEW FAVOR which the whole 
Franciscan Order requests of you, 
Most Holy Father, will be a source 
of great consolation to Religious So- 
cieties and to innumerable devotees 
of St. Anthony; it will bring not a 
small increase to the Catholic Church 
and will greatly increase the venera- 
tion of this great Saint.”—from the 
document requesting the honor of 
doctor for St. Anthony, prepared by 
Msgr. Salvator Natucci, Advocate 
Judge of the Sacred Congregation 
and Promoter General of the Faith. 


“HE WHO READS ATTENTIVELY the 
Sermons of the Saint of Padua will 
find in him a most experienced exe- 
gete in the interpretation of Sacred 
Scriptures, a deep theologian in the 
elucidation of dogmatic truths, an 
excellent Doctor and Master in the 
treatment of ascetical and mystical 


matters.” (Pope Pius XII). 


ST. ANTHONY OFTEN REFERS to Our 
Lady under various metaphors and 
types. She is the rainbow, the ivory 





tower, the rock in the desert, the 
morning star, the root of Jesse, the 
silvery moon in the fullness of noc- 
turnal glory; she is the splendor, 
purity, the whiteness, and the warmth 
of the sun; she is like the dew on 


desert stone, a gentle shower fructi- 
fying arid soil, a refreshing breeze 
during the heat of the day. She is a 
lily in the fields, an olive from which 
the rarest oil is pressed, the perfume 
of the cedars of Lebanon. As Virgin, 
Mary is like both the sisters, Mary 
and Martha. She is like Martha be- 
cause she brought forth the Child 
Jesus, nourished Him, clothed Him, 
and placed Him in the manger. She 
is like Mary because she kept all the 
mysteries of Christ’s Childhood in her 
heart and revealed them later to 
St. Luke who recorded them for our 
learning and our inspiration. 


“AROUND EVERY CASTLE is a wall 
and on every wall a tower. The 
tower which protected Mary was her 
virginity; the tower defending the 
castle was her humility.” 

—-St. Anthony 


“Mary Is THE SWEET BALM of 
Lebanon because everywhere diffus- 
ing its odor it gives life to the dead, 
forgiveness to the despairing, grace 
to the penitent, and glory to the just. 
For that reason we have every cause 
to hope that the dew of the Holy 
Spirit will cool off the ardor of our 
mind, forgive us our sins, and infuse 
our souls, so that we might merit to 
arrive at the glory of eternal and 
immortal life, through the merits of 
Him Who is blessed forever and 
ever. Amen.”—St. Anthony. 
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The Oldest Passion Play 
Continued from page 18 j 
cities where the Play was performed. 
Many times there were more people 
on the stage than there were in the 
audience. 

It was also during the early days, 
in 1936, when Mary Magdalene be- 
came critically ill. The Company was 
playing in Wilmington, Delaware at 
the time. Mr. Meier appealed to a 
theatrical agency and Claire Hume 
of Chicago was sent to him. She was 
a beautiful, serious-faced girl of 21 
with reddish-blond hair which hung 

her waist. Josef Meier not only 
gave her the role of the Magdalene, 
but also made her his wife one year 
later, thus mixing romance with the 
ancient traditions and Americanizing 
the play. Today Mrs. Meier plays the 
role of Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 

The Play has grown more Ameri- 
can through the years. None of the 
original eleven are left except Josef 
Meier. Some of them died, some re- 
tired and others strayed back to Ger- 
many. The place of each was filled 
by a professional American actor or 
actress. Meier became more deter- 
mined with each passing year to keep 
the play in America where there is a 
great need for it. He took out papers 
and became a citizen, deciding to 
settle permanently in the United 
States. 

Josef Meier could never forget the 
time that the Passion Play was given 
ir - its dramatic solemnity through 
its 22 scenes, faithfully reconstructing 
the dramatic events of the seven last 
days of Christ’s life on earth—in a 
State Penitentiary. Every prisoner was 
given permission to attend, even those 
in solitary confinement. They were 
more silent than the usual audience. 
At the moment when Mary cried out 
in agony at beholding her Son carry- 
ing the Cross, a member of the com- 
pany, curious to know how the pris- 
oners were being effected, peered out 
from behind the curtains to behold 
tears streaming down the cheeks of 
dozens of hardened criminals. 

Josef Meier’s Passion Play is ac- 
claimed by critics as a masterly pro- 
duction and is the result of a lifetime 
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devoted to research into the life and 
Passion of Christ. Every detail 
authentic as possible from the Roman 
soldiers on Arabian horses, to the at- 
tire of the Jewish people, to the archi- 
tecture of Palestine. No effort has 
been spared in making the Play rea/. 
The audience has the sense of being 
on the scene of the Passion, taking 
part in it, under the drama of Josef 
Meier, and his cast. The lighting sys- 
tem, which was devised by Meier, 
is one of the most interesting adjuncts 
to the play, it makes the scenes as real 
as stars shining over the Garden of 
Gethsemane and the crimson dawn 
of the Easter morning rising over a 
Judean hillside. 

In addition to all this care of di- 
rection and detail, Josef Meier is a 
superb Christus. Dramatic critics 
everywhere declare him to be one of 
the greatest ever to play this difficult 
role. Turning 50, Meier is still able 
to carry the 160 pound wooden cross 
and has schooled himself to hang 
motionless on it during the twelve 
minutes of the Crucifixion scene, 
clutching special U-shaped spikes un- 
seen by the audience. He has played 
the role of Christus during the almost 
10,000 performances given by the 
Leunen Players in the United States. 

The Passion Play of Josef Meier 
acquired its American name when the 
company played for the first time in 
Spearfish, South Dakota. The first 
performance was disappointing with 
only 85 persons in the audience. 
Those 85 however did a masterly 
press agent job and the second night 
the auditorium of the Black Hills 
Teachers’ College was jammed to 
capacity. 

When the performance was over a 
delegation of the Chamber of Com- 
merce met Josef Meier as he left his 
dressing room and offered him a per- 
manent home in the Black Hills. On 
the following day Meier surveyed the 
sunken meadow and falling in love 
with the rugged beauty of the area, 
gladly accepted, much to the con- 
sternation of some of his friends. 

“You will be throwing the Play 
away,” they warned, “Those weather 
blasted hills will never draw a crowd. 
The location is too far off the beaten 
path.” 

“The Play will bring the people,” 
Josef replied, knowing his Americans. 
The citizens of Spearfish collected 
$38,000 to construct a stage, two 
city blocks long, and an amphitheater 
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capable ot seating 6,000 people. The 
Passion Play moved out of doors and 
acquired a new name, becoming offi- 
cially, The Black Hills Passion Play. 

Josef Meier acquired a seven room 
house and a small ranch for his 
family, becoming a gentleman farmer 
during the months of the year when 
the Play is not in production nor re- 
hearsal. The Play is given regularly 
every Sunday, 
day during July and August. 


Tuesday and Thurs- 


Several years ago another group 
of business men in another part of the 
country re-enacted a similar scene, 
offering Josef a new site for his Play 
at Lake Wales, Florida, where it 
could be attended by vacationers. 
\gain Meier accepted the site and 
$150,000 was raised to build a stage 
and concrete amphitheater. Here the 
Passion Play is re-enacted three times 
a week during February and March. 
More than two million Americans 
have already viewed the Black Hills 
Passion Play. 

The Play still takes to the road, 
going to the people who cannot come 
to its two permanent locations. A tour 
of Western Canada was made during 
the fall of 1955. These road shows 
are sponsored by service and civic 
organizations with the proceeds going 
to charity. Thus the ancient Luenen 
Passion Play begun by monks in 
Cappenburg Monastery of Westphalia 
has become a truly American Play 
making new traditions in this country. 

The Play has enjoyed God’s bless- 
ings in its success in a little over two 
decades. Much of the credit for its 
achievements belongs to the Director, 
Josef Meier and his sense of dedica- 
tion to the sacred project. Today he 
looks like the small town doctor 
which he had once hoped to be. In 
his spare time he farms and raises 
cattle. But always the Play is fore- 
most in his mind. He has given his 
life to it. 

Perhaps Meier’s philosophy regard- 
ing the Play is behind its greatness. 
The original players from Germany 
were told during moments of dis- 
couragement, “The important thing 
s, that those who do come, no mat- 
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ter how few, go home with the story 
of Christ in their hearts.” 

This advice is reiterated to every 
new trouper who joins the caste. 
All must be dedicated to the Passion 
of Christ, making it 
to every audience. The constant por- 
trayal of Biblical figures in Biblical 
scenes, the endless rehearsals in the 


living sermon 


roles, have a very sobering effect on 
every member of the company, which 
has a record all its own. No member 
has ever been discharged. None of 
the temperament usually found in 
theatrical troupes is present among the 
Black Hills Passion Players. Only 
harmony reigns and a deep sense of 
dedication to the Play. 

Every summer the Black Hills of 
South Dakota and every winter Lake 
Wales, Florida, find themselves trans- 
formed into the streets of Jerusalem 
with Jesus entering the city in tri- 
umph, partaking of the Last Supper, 
standing meekly before Pilate, hang- 
ing on Calvary, arising from the 
tomb on Easter morning and ascend- 
ing into Heaven in all His glory. 

This is the dramatic story behind 
a simple newspaper clipping—a play 
begun by German monks in 1242 
emigrating to the United States, 
adapting itself to new traditions, yet 
with the age-old Meier family still 
re-enacting the major roles. Heinrich 
and Johanna mark the eighth con- 
secutive generation of Meiers to por- 
tray Jesus and Mary, replacing the 
superb Josef and Claire, in the world’s 
oldest Passion Play. t 
Ethne The Fair 
Continued from page 11 


” said St. Pat- 


rick, and his voice deepened with the 


“Oh, my children, 


strength of his emotion. “It is the 
gladdest and the saddest story in all 
the world; gladdest because of God’s 
great love for us—you and me and 
all mankind; saddest because God’s 
Son had to die in agony upon a wood- 
en cross fashioned like these we are 
carrying.” 

“But why? Why should He die 
—God’s Son, if God is all powerful?” 
Fedelm’s brown eyes were big with 
wonder. 


“Because of sin, my little one. 


But come, you must not interrupt my 


story. It is too beautiful, too holy. 
Listen, with your hands upon my 


knees, so—and I will tell it.” 


Then Patrick told of the Holy 





Babe in the manger, of the Beauti- 
ful Life, of the Death and Passion of 
God’s Christ that we might be saved 
and redeemed, and of His rising again 
and ascending to Heaven to reign 
forever at God’s right hand. And 
the saint’s voice was warm and eager, 
and love coursed through it and the 
little maids listened with parted lips 
ind shining eyes, So still in body that 


one might have thought them statues 
but for the slight motion of their 
breathing and the glow of life in 
their fair young faces. 

When St. Patrick had come to an 
end of his telling there was a long 
silence. The little group of men 
iround him stood motionless, their 


lips smiling and their eyes bright with 


Continued on page 22 
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like this. ..a biography in 
the great tradition, rich 
in character and _ incident; 
in thought and emotion. It 
tells the engrossing story of 
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his conflicts and the inter- 
twining of lives in the past 
half century. 

With him, you will live 
through the birth of Gray- 
moor, with its laughter and 
tears... you will finish his 
story with the regret that 
you too were not able to 
participate in the heroic 
struggle of Father Paul of 
Graymoor. 
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Postage paid to anywhere in the 
United States and Canada 
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Ethne The Fair 

Continued from page 21 

tears. Even the birds stilled their 
songs and no whir of insect or pat- 
tering steps of small wild creatures 
broke the spell. Ethne the Fair and 
Fedelm the Ruddy still knelt at Pat- 
rick’s feet as if loath to return from 
the wonder of his story to their or- 
dinary lives. 

At last the golden one rose slowly 
to her feet. “Great Sir,” said she to 
Patrick, “‘now that. you have told me 
of the one true God and of Jesus 
His dear Son, there is naught on earth 
I desire save to be with Them.” 

“T, too,” cried Fedelm eagerly. 
“Will you show us the way? Only to 
go where They are, to know Them 
for ourselves, to obey Them, to serve 
Them, that is all our heart’s desire, 
is it not, sister?” 

Ethne nodded her head, her shin- 
ing hair falling about her shoulders. 
“Tell us, tell us quickly, for we can- 
not wait to go to Them, however far 
and hard the way may be.” 

“Children, my little children,” 
cried St. Patrick aghast at their eager- 
ness. ““You know not what you ask! 
Only through death lies the way to 
dwell where God and our Lord and 
His angels are now.” 

“Then let it be through death,” 
declared Fedelm sturdily. 

“Yea, truly,” agreed Ethne. “Are 
we not a king’s daughters? We are 
not afraid to die!” 

A shadow passed over St. Pat- 
rick’s face. He talked to them, rea- 
soned with them, but they would 
hear no argument for life when by 
death they might reach the country 
where Christ was. So, seeing he could 
do no otherwise, the good saint bap- 
tized them in the brook in which they 
had been wading, handing each the 
little veil whereby the Irish in that 
bygone age signified that they had 
become Christians. 

“And now,” said Fedelm, “‘we are 
ready to go.” 

“Show us quickly the way,” per- 
sisted Ethne. 

“Little damsels,” said the saint, 
his voice graver than it had been be- 
fore. “Death as well as life are in 
God’s hands. He gives both the one 
and the other when it so pleases 
Him.” 

“Then we will ask Him,” said 
Ethne the Fair. 

“He will not refuse us when He 
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sees how much we love Him,” de- 
clared Fedelm the Ruddy. 

So the two knelt down upon the 
stony ground and in simple words 
spoken from innocent, love-filled 
hearts, they asked the dear Lord to 
take them to Himself. 

And behold a miracle! Into the 
clear blue sky there came a tiny white 
cloud and it grew in size and in 
brightness as it floated near them. 
Softly it enveloped them, so white, 
so shining bright that St. Patrick and 
the men who were with him covered 
their eyes with their hands. Then it 
passed and they uncovered them again 
and looked about. The air was sweet 
with the scent of wild apple blossoms, 
the sky cloudless and a deeper blue 
than they had ever seen it, the stream 
laughed and chattered along its pebbly 
way and the whole earth sang with 
joy and love and beauty. Or was it 
the voices of angels singing? Or per- 
haps the high sweet notes of chil- 
dren? They were not sure. 

The little maids were gone and 
no one asked whither. With a long 
sigh St. Patrick picked up his cross 
and started again upon his way and 
the others followed. Musingly he 
said :— 

“The air is sweeter now, the sky 
more blue, and I am thinking this 
wild green country of Eire will be 
always a little softer, lovelier, gladder, 
closer to heaven than any other land 
because of these twain—Ethne the 


Fair and Fedelm the Ruddy.” t 





Our Seminarians and Unity 
Continued from page 13 
Octave Prayer. We realize the power 
that prayer has in the working behind 
the scenes. For example, someone 
may be intellectually convinced that 
the Catholic Church is the true 
church, yet he may be prevented from 
entering its fold because of human 
respect, or waywardness. It is such 
a person that only prayer can con- 
vert. The effects of prayer are never 
known on earth, and because of this 
it is most meritorius in God’s eyes. 
Circumstances do not allow us to go 
out and work directly among the 
people, so we rely on prayers. Per- 
haps you too never realized how many 
converts you could win by prayer. 
A great reward will be awaiting you 
in heaven for this wonderful act of 
charity. 

Continued on page 24 
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SPRING’s HERE (ALMosT!)....I 
write this in the dead of winter; and 
where I live (in Alberta, Canada) 
it’s winter with a vengeance. Yester- 
day we suffered through the worst 
blizzard on record for these parts. 
Though the thermometer registered 
only 12 degrees below zero, the wind 
was so bad that, by “wind chill” 
tables, the effect of the blizzard was 
the same on a human being as if he 
went out in 65-below temperature 
with a 5-mile-an-hour wind. 

This is the type of blizzard in 
which a man can perish only a few 
feet from his door—and this was very 
true on the prairies only a few years 
“Our” blizzard was brewed 
somewhere in the Mackenzie River 
Basin: a very bad place for Alberta’s 
cold-air masses. It* whipped down, 
Within an 
hour, the temperature fell from zero 
and no wind to the equivalent 65- 
below Those 


that got started and moved out on 


ago, 


bringing snow with it. 


described above. cars 
the streets were like ghosts—so every- 
one used headlights in mid-day. Just 
driving son Pat to school, I saw many 
autos frozen lifelessly on the streets. 
Others were stuck in drifts—again 
in city streets. The 1952 Pontiac 
(our little old car) kept right on, 
though (much to Pat’s pride). 

A blizzard, even now, can be a 
very deadiy thing. Some 30 school 
divisions (several hundred 
have closed down for an 


schools) 
indefinite 
period (till the roads are cleared) 
and that includes city kindergartens. 
One Mountie was found dead in his 
car on the highway: the car stalled 
and he kept the engine running for 
heat and, apparently, died from as- 
phyxiation. Most tragic of all was the 
radio report of a six-year-old Sas- 


katchewan boy starting for home and 
not arriving. (Before you blame the 
parents for letting him go to school, 
I must tell you that the blizzard hit 
us before rolling eastward into Sas- 
katchewan; and probably the child 
was at school before it struck. It was 
on the that he became 
lost.) I’m praying (and how you 
hope, when you have children the 
same age) that some farmer took him 
in for the night, but the chances are 
he is lost. 


way home 


There are always old folk who 
suffer seizures walking only a short 
distance in such a storm. There are 
the poor rural people, especially the 
Indians and old folks with low fuel 
supplies, who suffer: nearly every 


such blizzard takes its life-toll of 
them. 
Even domestic animals and wild- 


life suffer. The drifts cover the food 
supply of moose, deer and elk and 
they perish both of starvation and 
cold. Range cattle may be found, in 
a bunched, dead mass, in some coulee 
or ravine. Nature, if you’re close 
enough to it, can take the egotism out 
of any man—even out of any atheist. 

The sparrows have found a tiny 
little space below the door of our 
garage, and there they spend the 
hours. Grouse and_prairie-chickens 
burrow into the deep drifts of the 
fields; sometimes the hard snowtop 
(carved by the merciless wind) glazes 
over from the warmth of the sun the 
next day—and the birds are en- 
tombed in snowy graves. The mink 
quickly cuts a hole on the frozen 
river ice and goes “downstairs” to 
the soft, cool prattle of the running 
water for a week: there he can fish, 
while the blizzard rages above.. 
and it is really comical to see a mink 
stick his head out again after such a 
blast. He takes a look at this new 
dazzling disfigured world and shrieks 
with unbelief, then streaks madly 
across the river top to see what he 
can see. 

All life does not cease, however, 
despite the winter-sealed world. 
About mid-February, when the cold 
is usually at its worst (I once went 
out on my trapline in 72-below-zero 
weather in this month!) the great 
grizzly-bear mothers are giving birth 
to one, two or, rarely, three cubs. 
These mommas are 


Continued on page 24 
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Photo from Canadian Government Travel Bureau 
Wild geese fly into the sunset over a western Canada marsh 
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aware of their own body reflexes, 
since they are in a state of hiberna- 
tion (though not as lifeless as that 
of ground-squirrels and woodchucks). 
But their great bear-cave (sometimes 
dug out of the base of a mountain, 
but likely as not under a great dead- 
fall—probably 14 feet down) is a 
snug castle. They lie on a great mat- 
tress of bear-grass, possibly 14 inches 
deep. Far up at the top of the cavern 
you might see a light patch of snow: 
the occupant’s breathing has left a 
thin ventilation-hole, which quickly 
freezes when the temperature drops 
very low and melts again, allowing 
fresh air, when a chinook wind sways 
the great spruce and brings relief for 
a few days at least. 

The horned owl, too, repairs to 
its last-year’s nesting site (probably 
stolen from a woodpecker or hawk) 
and, as if it was the most natural 
thing in the world, lays some eggs. 
Never for more than a few seconds, 
though, are the eggs abandoned, and 
towards the end of February or mid- 
March you can spot four or five 
owlets, bodies as white as the snow 
about them, teetering about the eda 
of the nest. 

People not familiar with the north 
still have some quaint ideas about our 
winters, thinking, for instance, that 
to go out in such weather is suicidal, 
that your lungs will freeze, etc. 
Well, truthfully, you can’t do much 
outdoors in 50-below weather, or 
lower. I remember that, on such 
days, it was labor to push home the 
bolt of a .22 rifle. Much worse was 
the carrying of it.... your hands get 
so numb when there is any weight 
whatever on them (which is one 
reason why trappers have packsacks). 
But the cold is really not bad—not 
nearly so bad as_ 10-below-zero 
weather with a wind. Everything is 
death-like and still. The faintest 
sound will carry for miles. Trees 
cracking with frost sound like great 
cannons. You can only breathe 
through your nose (one breath 
through your mouth and your teeth 
feel like a mouthful of frozen rocks) 
and you cannot walk too fast (or 
your lungs would suffer). But I used 
to ski nearly every day in winter— 
and never had a cold or a day’s sick- 
ness. 

For all that, one of these blizzards 
is a terrible thing—maybe a reminder 
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to us, who are so fortunate on this 
continent, that there are many “poor” 
people right in our own land who 
need our Christ-like charity. [’m 
afraid few of us live up to that qual- 
ifying phrase “Christ-like.” If Christ 
treats us as we treat the neighbors we 
are supposed to love, it’s going to be 
a grim reckoning for most of us. 

As you think of that—and I think 
it’s worth a bit of reflection: includ- 
ing a few prayers of thanks for the 
material things God has given us— 
I want to get back to the title of this 
month’s discourse: that spring is 
nearly here. So it is! Down in Louis- 
iana, the waterfowl are pairing off 
again on the marshes; soon they will 
be funnelling into the flyways that 
take them back home to their breed- 
ing grounds in Canada. The curlews 
and plovers are preparing for their 
5,000-mile flight from South Amer- 
ica to the arctic: little specks on a 
cold and stormy sea, having no fears, 
guided by a Hand that sees even the 
least of them lose altitude and fall. 
Even the little grizzly cubs ( weigh- 
ing less than a pound of butter at 
birth) are enjoying Mamma’s milk 
ind getting comforted by great red- 
tongue lickings and the automatic 
touch of her great sledge-hammer 
hands. Soon they, too, will be frolick- 
ing about the mountainside as spring 
returns again! 





Our Seminarians and Unity 
Continued from page 22 ‘i 

In our library we have separated 
all the books that have definite ref- 
erence to unity into a section now 
known as the Unity Library. This 
facilitates research work for a speaker 
who is assigned to give a talk. Works 
dealing with the Protestant Reforma- 
tion, on such persons as Luther, Cal- 
vin and Zwingli, as well as statistical 
and doctrinal works about such groups 
as the Christian Scientists, Jehovah 
Witnesses and Seventh Day Adven- 
tists are all to be found here. Here 
too, a small bulletin board is main- 
tained by one of the students who 
posts weekly newspaper clippings, ex- 
cerpts from magazines and_ notices 
dealing with unity. Through this 
medium we learn of current develop- 
ments and trends in the unity field. 
Discussions in the recreation room are 
often the result of something posted. 
A considerable amount of comment 
was recently stirred up when a notice 
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ONE OF 


'HE MORE pleasant aspects 


of Lent is that it inspires us to explore 


the various fields of Catholic 
ture. While reading certainly is no 


litera- 


sacrifice, often the time involved does 
constitute a minor denial on our part. 
However, far from dull 
dry, spiritual reading can be exciting. 


being and 
Not only are we gaining in knowl- 
edge of the Faith, and those close to 
it, we are 


sharing minds of 


worthwhile authors. 


great 


In honor of the season, I’ve been 
tor Catholic books 
and the 


scouting around 


to recommend here are 
results: 

CHRISTIANS COURA- 
GEOUS, Msgr. Aloysius Roche, 
Sheed & Ward, 840 Broadway, New 
York, 1955, $2.50. (Older teens) 

One of the most fascinating books 
I’ve ever encountered is this latest 
work of Msgr. Roche. Filled with 
adventure, excitement, and the glam- 
our of great periods in history, this 
is a compilation of stories about some 
of the Church’s notable 
With these men of old we 
travel to darkest India, to cultured 
China, to ancient Tibet. Through the 
vivid portrayal of these lives, we live 
among the early Indians in America, 
we stand aboard the majestic galleys 
of Spain, we set out with the brave 
explorers to discover new continents 
across the ocean. Each life included 
in the book is vastly absorbing! 


heroes. 
heroic 


The first of the stories, so appro- 
priate to open the book, is about Ar- 
dalion, the mimic. It takes place 
about 284 during the Roman persecu- 
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tion of the Christians. Ardalion was 
the Sammy Davis Jr. of his day. His 
imitations were known far and wide, 
When his popularity took a slight dip, 
he decided to stage an imitation of a 
Christian What 
\rdalion did not anticipate was the 


being persecuted. 
excellence of his performance as the 
Christian on trial for his life. It was 
so tremendously convincing that Ar- 
dalion became that Christian. 
History and brought 
into each story. The reputed original 


legend are 


of the Cinderella story appears in one 
of the chapters. The first Cinderella, 
Nitocris, a beautiful 
Egyptian queen. While she was bath- 
ing, an eagle swooped down over the 
beach and her royal 
sandals, Carrying it in his beak to 
the royal palace, he dropped it in the 
lap of the pharaoh who was so fas- 
cinated by the slipper that he set out 
in search of its owner. 

“Blood and Sand” story 
I'll never forget. The description of 
the gladiators, who killed just for 
the love of killing, was breathtaking. 
The Coliseum, erected for the purpose 
of enjoying wholesale bloodshed, was 
a tremendous stadium capable of hold- 
ing 87,000 spectators. Built by three 
different Emperors, it was finally re- 
duced to ruin by an earthquake and 
by vandals who stole the stones. In 
spite of the goriness of the arena’s 
activities, “Blood and Sand” is a 
tender story, the story of a man whose 
death brought back the public sense 
of moral decency. 

In “The Scourge of God”, the 


it seems, was 


stole one of 


was a 


THAT 


violent battles of Attila, The Hun, 
are brought to light. In “Lepanto”, 
we re-live the naval battles of the 
Christians who sought to this 
last Christian stronghold from the in- 
vading Turks. In “Indian Summer” 
we meet 


Save 


a Christian monk who was 
not to be outwitted by the pagan who 
sought to deceive him. In “‘Kamiano”’ 
we travel to the palm tree region of 
Hawaii and share the suffering of a 
had 


from his people. 


contracted 
One of the 
beautiful passages in the entire book 
describes this man “His was the lot 
of the pioneer who is privileged to 
make all the mistakes in order that 
posterity may not make any of them.” 
\ fitting tribute! 
Indeed, it is a 


priest who leprosy 


most 


tribute to all the 
Christians who people 
Msgr. Roche’s newest book. It’s tre- 


courageous 
mendous reading, teens! Don’t miss 
it! 

MASTER ALBERT, The Story 
of St. Albert the Great, Sister Mary 
Jean Dorcy, Sheed & Ward, 840 
Broadway, New York, 1955, $2.50. 
10-14) 

During the past few years Sister 
Mary Jean Dorcy has contributed 
many worthwhile and entertaining 
books to our Catholic shelf of knowl- 
edge. The latest publication, MAS- 
TER ALBERT, is no 
Written in her simple, yet eloquent, 
style it is the story of an ordinary boy 
who achieved Sainthood. The illus- 
black silhouette, created 
by the writer herself, are exceptionally 
fine work. 

The love of Albert’s life as a child 
was hunting with his prize falcon, 
Saladin. Growing into his teens, Al- 
bert struggled between this love and 


(Teens 


exception. 


trations in 


a desire to become a Dominican 
Friar. Even after his decision 
reached, with the help of Our Lady, 
his struggle continued. A poor stu- 
dent, Albert finally decided to run 
away from the Dominican school. As 
with so many of us, in the midst of 
his mischief he was caught. Not by his 
superiors or fellow students but by no 
less a person than Our Lady! Gently 
scolding him for not calling upon her 
Continued on page 26 
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Teen Topics 

Continued from page 25 

for help, she promised to give him 
the gift of science. However, she 
added, if ever his soul was endan- 
gered by his great knowledge, she 
would feel free to remove this gift. 
It is told that during the last two 
years of his life, Albert lived without 
this divine grant. 

One of Albert’s most famous stu- 
dents was nicknamed “the dumb ox 
of Sicily” by fellow scholars. Shy and 
reticent, he was the object of the 
school jokes. In time Albert succeeded 
in penetrating the shyness and ex- 
posing him as the brilliant student he 
really was. Till the day he died, this 
student, St. Thomas Aquinas, re- 


‘g0 teach ye 
all nations’ 
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The Graymoor Priest, in 
the footsteps of Christ, 
goes through the world 
winning souls for God's 
Kingdom. His is a 
satisfying life of high 
adventure that calls for 
deep charity and sacrifice. 
Young men of High 
School and College age 
are invited to join 
us in our noble, 
thrilling work. 
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mained close to Albert’s heart. It 
was Albert as an old man was swiftly 
hurried to Paris to defend Thomas’ 
writing about the Faith when it was 
unjustly attacked. 

Other of Sister Mary Jean Dorcy s 
excellent books include THE SHEP- 
HERD’S TARTAN (my favorite! ) 
for older teens and adults, MARY, 
MY MOTHER (ages 6-10) and 
OUR LADY’S FEASTS (ages 10- 
15). All were published by Sheed & 
Ward, 840 Broadway, New York. 

Catholic reading is spiritual nour- 
ishment, teens. Don’t miss the oppor- 
tunity to make this Lenten season one 
that is filled with good Catholic 
literature! 


TEENs! Would you please remember 
in your prayers Joseph Lilly. He was 
hit by a truck and his skull was par- 
tially crushed. For along time he was 
in a coma but he has rallied slightly 
and with the help of God he will get 
better. 





Our Seminarians and Unity 
Continued from page 24 

tellling us about the entrance of a 
number of Anglican ministers into the 
Catholic Church was posted. Because 
we have such a section in the library, 
interest in unity is constant through- 
out the entire year. 

Another project, though small, is 
very significant to us all. On the feast 
of certain saints, little notes are posted 
on the community bulletin board in- 
forming the student of that saint’s role 
in unity work. SS. Cyril and Me- 
thodius and their labor among the 
Slavs, St. Josephat, the martyr for 
unity, and St. Boniface who labored 
to unite the German people to Christ 
are an inspiration to the young semin- 
arian, and exemplify to him that the 
work he endeavors to assume is pleas- 
ing to God and a means toward a 
greater love for God. 

Thus far we have told you what 
is done in the seminary and among 
ourselves, but our Unity league 
reaches far and wide. Usually we 
never see those with whom we work, 
nor do we find out how much they 
work for us. How do these people 
know us? We publish a small peri- 
odical called Keynotes, which is our 
means of communication. Moreover, 
we write articles for Catholic news- 
papers, especially at the Unity Octave 
time, and before each Octave we 
address pupils in nearby Catholic 
schools who in turn tell of our work 


ONE 


to their parents. Permit me to explain 
these three at length. 

Keynotes originated three years 
ago. It was then a four page bulletin; 
today it is a sixteen page pamphlet 
entirely written, assembled, and edi- 
ted by us. We are proud of this small 
publication because we feel that it 
contains a great deal. Every time it 
is published we try to make it phys- 
ically better, and spiritually more 
wholesome. [ll tell you of some of 
the things the reader can find within 
its covers, 

There are news items dealing with 
unity which we feel will be of interest 
to our readers. The editor has a short 
comment after each item. One news 
item before me now tells of a Prot- 
estant nun who became a Catholic 
ind was instrumental in converting 
an entire Korean village. The editor 
in his comment suggests that our 
faith and its practice may be the key 
of faith to a non-Catholic. These 
then are not only interesting, but 
also instructive. A column which was 
started this year, has proven to be in- 
formative and appealing to all. It 
sketches the stories of converts who 
found the path to the true church. 

Protestantism in America is an ob- 
ject of considerable interest because 
we are dealing with many of our 
own countrymen. We want to under- 
stand our fellow citizen and his belief, 
and if it is possible we would like to 
answer his questions about our holy 
faith as well as we can. To enable us 
to do this another column entitled 
“Protestant Sects in America” is 
printed in each issue. 

Many of THe Lamp readers 
know what a tremendous Apostle for 
unity Father Paul was. In our library 
we have four volumes containing his 
writings. From these we extract and 
print what he thought concerning 
Anglicanism, the Oxford Movement, 
and the Chair of Unity work in gen- 
eral. All that this holy man said can- 
not be put into the space we have, so 
we are forced to take pertinent short 
excerpts. For us to read Father Paul’s 
words is similar to a son reading a 
letter from his father because he, who 
founded the Graymoor Friars and 
originated the Unity Octave, has laid 
down the high ideals of our Unity 
Vocation. 

Official Prayers for Unity are 
printed on the back page of Keynotes. 
Since every issue is dedicated to an 


Continued on page 28 
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by Nancy Westlake 








I’M HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE that it’s 
Lent again... in hadn’t 
noticed. Now we’ll time for 
all those beneficial self-improvement 
projects that keep getting pigeonholed 
during the rest of the year... daily 
Mass, for instance: evening devotions, 
religious reading. This last, I hasten 
to add, shouldn’t come under the 
heading of Penance. But it does. 
The suggestion that we spend a 
stated time each day in_ spiritual 
reading is apt to be received with the 
same enthusiasm as would be a similar 
suggestion that we spend a certain 
time each day down an ice-cold well. 
This is unfortunate .. . it’s an attitude 
that is almost sure to rob us of the 
best, most interesting 
might do, for even if we do sigh, and 
pick up an “edifying” 


case you 


have 


reading we 


piece of litera- 
ture, we are so sure we’re 
to like it that we read it in garbled 
snatches with one eye on the minute 
hand... oblivious to the enjoyment 
it might contain. 


not going 


I think this misconception of grim- 
ness is somebody’s fault, and that the 
can be spread pretty lavishly 
around. It starts with the 
suggesting such reading. 


blame 


sources 


I don’t know when the idea that 
holiness is synonomous with gloom got 
started, but it is a pretty general thing. 


Sometimes the persons su; 





resting 
a regime of holiness . . . spiritual con- 
ditioning . so unsmiling about 
it that they make the whole proposi- 
tion sound perfectly repellent. Then 
of course, there are the smugs... 
they say, “I do a little spiritual reading 
every day”, in such an I-am-saved- 
of-course, tone as to you to 
shout “Well, I sever do!” and run 
off in search of something opposite. 

The colorful, attractive, and some- 


-. are 


incite 
1» 


times interesting advertising copy 
put out by publishing houses to pro- 
mote the sale of religious literature 
is a refreshing contrast. The Double- 
day Image pocket editions and the 
excellent, inexpensive paperbounds 
produced by several other publishers 
have done great things for populari- 
zing spiritual writings. There is a 
trend toward supplying the demand 
for worth-while literature, but it’s 
a tender shoot growing up in a forest 
of giant if we don’t 
water it, of course it will droop in no 
time. We must cultivate a liking for 
that sort of reading, and make our 
preference known to the publisher 
by buying his product, asking for it 
if it isn’t stocked, and expressing our 
disdain of the trashier sort of thing 
by leaving it on the shelves. But I 
know, if we don’t consider spiritually 
satisfying books interesting, we won’t 
buy them. Maybe we ought to get 
rid of our misconceptions. 


weeds, and 


This is just a personal theory, but 
I think one whole division of demons 
is assigned to making souls believe in 
the dismal 
thing 


disagreeableness of any- 


worth-while. These anti-joy 
details whisk about, convincing people 
that if a thing is fun, or pleasurable, 
or the least bit enjoyable, it musn’t 
be much good for you. So if a book 
isn’t slow and boring and sunk in 
and if it 
doesn’t make you feel correspondingly 


the depths of despond, 
discouraged, it obviously 
benefit. So, 
line of reasoning, spiritual reading, 


isn’t doing 
you any following this 
reading done with a moral goal 

mind, has to be awful, of its essence. 
If is isn’t awful, well, it isn’t spiritual 
reading! Christian joy is really just 


a weak smile, sent from the gloom of 


your own depravity across a land- 
scape of stones. 
Pooey! There are so many won- 


derful books, shouting Alleluias from 


every page, pointing upward, rather 
than downward, that it seems‘a shame 
we are at all taken in by the plutonic 
propaganda, Thomas Merton’s Seeds 
of Contemplation, for 
joyfully spiritual a book as could be 
imagined... Mr. Blue, a novel with 
Myles Connolly, 
available in a pocket edition... the 
Little Flowers of St. Francis, the new 
pocket anthology of verse by Catho- 
lic authors...another novel, Joy, 
by George Bernanos. The list could 
go on and on, if we only knew what 
to look for, and weren’t wearing 
blinders, looking for dull things that 
are “good” for us. I have another 
theory: anything that presents God 
and virtue and the good life as being 
unnatural and dreary is so far from 


instance; as 


a difference, by 


being good for us as to be regarded 
as a positive evil and shunned like 
smallpox. 

During this Lent, I’ve already 


decided what to read, as a basis only. 
If I see something new, 
stitute. These are 
reads, by the 
interested 
answer: 

Hourglass, by Father Lynch...a 
collection of personal essays and epi- 
sodes, written in a humorous but tell- 
ing vein. 

The Diary of a Country Priest, by 
George Bernanos...a novel written 
as diary revealing to the 
reader the heroism behind the “‘fail- 
ures” of a poor French — priest. 

No Man is an Island, 
Merton... the nile 
Trappist monk, has brought out in 
“off-beat” volume, the 
meaning of contemplation in every 
Christian life. A good companion, or 
preceding reader, is Merton’s Seeds 
of Contemplation. Sounds stiff, but it 
isn’t. 

Reproachfully Yours, by Lucille 
Hasley ...a rollicking set 
by a convert on various facets of her 
adaption to the life of a Catholic. 

Continued on page 28 
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% IN PETITION 
IN THANKSGIVING 
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Votive Lights are tokens of your devotion 





At Graymoor in our numerous chapels we have shrines of 





ST. ANTHONY ST. PIUS X 





Finder of Lost Things Frequent Communion 
St. Joseph st. Ann 
Employment and Good Death Happy Marriage 





ST. CHRISTOPHER THE SACRED HEART 


Safe Journey Happy Home 
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$  @UR LADY OF THE Our Lady of the 
? ATONEMENT Miraculous Medal 


3 Shepherdess of the dering sheep ‘Helper in adversities 








@ CHRIST THE KING THE LITTLE FLOWER 









9 Savior of the World Roses from Heaven 
9 
3 : ; 
THE INFANT OF PRAGUE BI. Martin de Porres 
| Finances ‘ a Good Health 








Large Votive Lights are $1.00 each 


Send your petition or thanksgiving to 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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Mostly for Women 

Continued from page 27 

Especially recommended for mothers 
of small children... very encourag- 
ing, and funny. 

The Collected Poems of Gerard 
Vanley Hopkins, published in pocket 
form by Penguin Books... . in all fair- 
ness, this recommendation is a trap. 
I don’t really think everyone will 
enjoy it, and if you don’t I very 
highly recommend the Joyce Kilmer 
Anthology of Catholic Poets, which 
has a more varied and universally 
popular appeal. It is on the stands as 
an Image Book: quite reasonable. But 
I couldn’t resist putting in Father 
Hopkins... as far as ’'m concerned, 
he’s the most. There’s just a chance 
someone may take my suggestion and 
try him and /ike him, and presto! an- 
other convert to the cause. I think 
the book is only sixty cents... poetry 
is a great deal cheaper these days than 
beefsteak. Cheaper than carrots. 

Father Hopkins was a convert and 
a Jesuit, and he saw God in every- 
thing. There wasn’t a leaf or a bug or 
a stone so small that he didn’t see 
God there, beautifully: and not in a 
gooey manner either... the sad pit- 
fall of so many otherwise admirable 
poets. He saw the misery and sin and 
unhappiness around him and it hurt: 
it came out in his poems. But he is 
really the poet of Christian aware- 
ness and Christian joy. His way of 
writing may be a bit different at 
times, and his meanings clouded, 
but there is something wonderful in 
the way he salutes God, joyfully. In 
one poem, he admits our dependence 
and sinfulness, sorrows over it, then 
rises: his Lent is over and he sees, in 
the promise of the Resurrection, that 
his spirit, 

*... this Jack, joke, poor potsherd, 
patch, matchwood, immortal dia- 
mond, 

Is immortal diamond.” 

Happy Lent to you, too. T 





Our Seminarians and Unity 

Continued from page 26 ‘ 

understanding of a particular Protes- 
tant sect we print the prayer for the 
conversion of that group. Prayer, 
learning, and example then are the 
tenets we propose in our little publica- 
tion. If every Catholic prayed, learned 
his own faith well, understood his 
fellow man’s beliefs, and showed good 


Continued on page 32 
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Part 5 of a concise and valuable appraisal of Father Paul of Gray- 
moor, a pioneer in the work of Christian Unity ... by Titus Cranny, S.A. 


(Continued from February Lamp) with that of Jesus in the glorious work of the Atone- 
ment wrought upon the Cross. It must bring to her 
remembrance that Blessed Atonement Day when she 
stood by the Cross of Jesus and heard Him say to 
her: “Woman behold thy Son” and to the Disciple 
whom He loved: “Behold thy Mother.” Then too, 
Atonement speaks of reconciliation, pardon, peace, of 
the fulfillment of the prayer first breathed by her 
Divine Son, so often repeated by herself, that all 
Christian believers might be ONE. 

Can we invoke the Blessed Virgin with a title 
more apt to touch her maternal heart that the one 
which associates her with Calvary’s sacrifice and 
proclaims her the compassionate Mother of us poor 
sinners, redeemed by the Precious Blood of Jesus. 
“Hail Mary of the Atonement, my Lord’s Mother 


ONE FOLD, ONE SHEPHERD 
6: Our Lady and Unity (continued) 


OF SPECIAL INTEREST and importance are the first words 
written about Our Lady of the Atonement which ap- 
peared in the first issue of Rose Leaves for October 1901. 
Father Paul wrote these words which bring out not only 
Our Lady’s role in the mystery of the Cross but also 
her part in Unity. Here are his thoughts: 


The Blessed Virgin is known among Catholics by 
many names and is invoked under many different 
titles. Famous among these are the following: Our 
Lady of Loretto, Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of 
Grace, Our Lady of Victory, Our Lady of Good 


Counsel, Our Lady of Sorrows, and Our Lady of 
Mercy. In her wonderful condescension and love the 
Mother of God has been pleased to reveal herself to 


and mine, pray for men and all who thus invoke thee 
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.” 


Again and again in the pages of THe Lamp and 





the Children of the Atonement under a new name. Rose Leaves he advocated incessant devotion to Our 
We have every reason to believe that the Blessed Lady and repudiated the ideas of those who feared to 
Virgin especially loves this title that links her name honor her on the pretext that it diminished the glory 


Copyright 1955, Friars of the Atonement, Inc 
Published by Graymoor Press, Peekskill. N. ¥.—$1.00 per copy 
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due to her Son. For example, the following item from 
THe Lamp will show his thoughts on devotion to Mary 
as they were in 1905. 


There is no lie forged in hell more in conflict 
with the will of God expressed in Scripture and 
Catholic tradition than the Protestant conceit that 
they honor Christ best, who most ignore the existence 
of His Mother. 

“What God hath joined together let no man put 
asunder.” And there is no divorce more horrible as a 
flagrant violation of the fiat of Almighty God than 
the divorce made by the Protestant reformers be- 
tween Christ and the Blessed Virgin. The fruit of 
such violence to revealed truth must of necessity 
be all sorts and kinds of heresy and goes far to ex- 
plain the skepticism and unbelief, which honey- 
combs the Church of England today. The fault with 
Anglo-Catholics is not so much in their theology 
with regards to the Blessed Virgin as in their failure 
to put it into practice. Certain of our Anglican divines 
beginning with John Keble have said and written 
many beautiful and orthodox things about the 
Deipara, some of which will live as long as Christian 
literature lives, but when it comes to saying the Hail 
Mary and employing the Rosary as a means of 
personal address to the Holy Mother of God, the 
Anglo-Catholic who does this a rara avis among 
his fellows. 

What English and American Churchmen need 
to realize, in order to become the same zealous 
lovers of Mary that our forefathers were, is that in 
Mary we have a Mother, who like her Divine Son, 
“Can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities,” 
and by the side of our great High Priest ever stands 
“to make intercession for us.” We need to know that 
her knowledge is great enough, her love boundless 
enough, and her power vast enough to embrace us 
every one, so that whosoever among us cries to her 
sets reverberating the heart strings of a maternal 
love that has at its command the inexhaustible re- 
sources of heaven. 

Such a thought must have found little favor among 
many Anglicans at the time when it was uttered. How- 
ever, Father Paul was not one to court favor at the 
expense of compromising with deep conviction. 


If we accept the witness of the Catholic Church 
in regard to other matters of faith there can be no 
valid reason for rejecting what she bids us believe 
about the efficacy of prayer addressed to Our Lady 
and Mother in Heaven. There is no better way to 
realize the truth of the Catholic Religion all the way 
than to practice it and if our Anglican brethren 
would know for themselves the reality of Mary’s love 
for them personally and her readiness to help and 
intercede with God on their behalf, let them test it 
by calling upon her devoutly in every hour of need 
and just take it for granted that the Catholic Church 
knows what she is talking about when she affirms 
and reiterates so continually, that Christ in address- 
ing St. John on the Cross in reality addressed us 
all, saying “Behold thy Mother,” and that having 
constituted her the universal Mother of all the re- 
deemed, Almighty God has qualified her for her 
office by assuming her into Heaven, enthroning her 
at the right hand of Jesus Christ, her Son, and 
giving her command over a great retinue of minis- 
tering spirits to do her bidding in ministering to those 
who look up to her from every part of our far-off 
world and who never cease to cry, “Holy Mary, 
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Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the 
hour of our death.” 


Devotion to Mary increased with the years so that we 
find a page in most issues of THe Lamp given to the 
Rosary League of Our Lady of the Atonement. After 
Father Paul became a Catholic his devotion to the Mother 
of God became even stronger as he invoked her as the 
special patroness of Christian Unity. Often he would 
bid his readers and listeners to call upon Mary to give 
grace to those outside the Fold of Christ. “When there- 
fore we invoke the Blessed Virgin as Our Lady of the 
Atonement we should think of Our Lady of Reconcilia- 
tion, of Unity. She is at the same time the Mother of 
Jesus and the Mother of the elect, that is, the regenerate. 
She cannot enjoy perfect unity with her Atonement Chil- 
dren until they are entirely at-one in holy charity with 
God, and with each other. 

“It is for our Rosarians, as the Children of Reconcilia- 
tion and of Unity, to unite themselves in mind and heart 
with our glorious Lady of the At-one-ment to further in 
our own day and generation that Church Unity Move- 
ment, which shall bring about the fulfillment of Our 
Lord’s prophecy as the Good Shepherd.” 

Father Paul never wearied of proclaiming Mary’s 
role in bringing the gift of Unity to those outside the fold 
of Her Son. “When... we as Children of the Atonement 
address Our Blessed Mother under that beautiful title, 
let us think of her as ‘Our Lady of Unity’ and let us 
consecrate ourselves afresh at her altar to contribute 
what lies within our power of prayers, of sacrifice, and 
charitable endeavor, to bring our Separated Brethren 
of the East and West into the Unity of the One Fold 
under One Shepherd.” 

Possibly the best sermon illustrative of this concept 
was preached on the feast of Our Lady of the Atonement, 
July 9, 1930. It was printed in pamphlet form and also 
published in THe Lamp. The concluding paragraphs may 
be quoted here: 


Let us then—and we cannot stress this too often— 
invoke and make known Our Lady of the Atonement 
as Shepherdess of the Wandcring Sheep and the 
Pillar of Unity. Let us never doubt that by her 
powerful assistance, and with our co-operation, she 
will draw them back into Unity with God and with 
each other in the communion of the one, Holy, 
Catholic, Apostolic and Roman Church. 

Let us look up to her all radiant on her throne, 
our beautiful Mother of Atonement, apparelled in 
the crimson robe of the Precious Blood, interceding 
at this moment for the great AT-ONE-MENT; and 
may we never cease to unite our prayers with hers 
that the scales may fall away from the eyes of our 
separated brethren and that they may understand 
that the Grcat Shepherd whom Our Lord appointed 
as His Vicczegent on earth is their Father and their 
Shepherd. 

Frequently Father urged the recitation of the Rosary 
during the Chair of Unity Octave as a medium of securing 
the Unity for which Christ prayed on the eve of His 
sacrifice on Calvary. He seemed to suggest that just as 
St. Dominic had overcome heresy in the thirteenth cen- 
tury through the intercession of Our Lady so the Unity 
apostolate in the twentieth century to overcome heresy, 
schism, and indifference would be successful only through 
the iatercession of the same Mother of God. 

In the Unity apostolate Father Paul spoke of Our 
Lacy as Spouse of the Holy Spirit in achieving that 
Unity for which Her Son gave His life. 
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When...we give to our Blessed Mother the title 
of Our Lady of the Atonement we mean Our Lady of 
Unity. As she sits enthroned, as the Great Wonder of 
heaven, wearing a crown of twelve stars, clothed 
with the sun, the moon her footstool, she represents 
to the universe the highest possible approach of a 
creature to intimate and exalted union with God. 
She is at one and the same time the most perfect 
and most beloved Daughter of God the Father; she 
is Mother of God the Son; and she is Spouse of 
God the Holy Ghost. 

But Our Lady of the Atonement is not alone 
the Mother of God, she is also the New Eve, the 
Mother of Redeemed Mankind; she is the center of 
that Family Unity which Christ willed and prayed 
might flourish among the Sons and Daughters of 
the Atonement. As the mother is the center of the 
home, binding the love of her husband and _ her 
children, so Our Lady of Unity cooperates with 
the Holy Ghost and the Sacred Heart of Jesus to 
bring about that blissful state of Unity which will 
constitute the joy of heaven and towards which the 
souls of men approximate on earth in the measure 
and degree that they correspond to the vocation God 
has imposed upon His elect children and which St. 
Paul expresses in his letter to the Romans when he 
tells them “Ye are called to be saints.” 

When therefore we address the Blessed Virgin 
Mary as Our Lady of the Atonement we think of her 
as the connecting link between ourselves and God 
and while we gaze fondly upon her as our Mother 
we should try to correspond with the work of the 
Holy Ghost, the Sanctifier in our mind, heart, and 
soul to make us like unto her as children resemble 
parents. 


Much more might be quoted from the writings of 
Father Paul. His words ring out with a special clearness 
today when it seems we are entering upon a new era of 
Marian study and devotion. For if the “Age of Mary” has 
begun, it will be the age of Unity as well, for true love of 
Our Lady implies allegiance to the Son of God—and 
Unity with Him and His members. 


7: Unity Above All Else 


IT SEEMS that no matter what work the Society of the 
Atonement does and will do, nothing at all should take 
precedence over the work of Christian Unity. At the pres- 
ent time the term is somewhat elastic and concepts engage 
the minds of men in different ways, but even so, though 
opinions may differ and plans conflict, out of these there 
will emerge a definite plan of action in a very specific 
way. It seems too that no matter what work is done, it 
should be, in some specific way, subordinated to Christian 
Unity. I quote Father Paul: 


Surely it ought to be obvious to all of us that 
whatever work the Society of the Atonement has 
been called into being to do, its FIRST and PRI- 
MARY mission is that of Christian Unity. 


In an important work (but from the non-Catholic 
point of view), A History of the Ecumenical Movement 
1517-1948, the authors describe the development of the 
Chair of Unity Octave. “In December 1909 the observ- 
ance received the official blessing of Pope Pius X, and 
later Pope Benedict XV extended its observance to the 
whole Roman Catholic Church. It was also observed by 
a certain number of Anglican congregations, as well as 
by Orthodox, who, while in most cases they presumably 
sat lightly to its doctrinal presuppositions, yet welcomed 
the opportunity of joining in a concerted effort of prayer 


for unity. But the vast majority found the papal basis 
an insuperable obstacle to participation.” 

The authors praise Abbe Couturier of the Archdiocese 
of Lyons for his change of the prayer and the intentions. 
He is regarded as “One of those great ecumenical figures 
who from time to time emerge in the Roman Catholic 
Church” but it seems that Father Paul’s insistence on the 
papal basis and his intentions of praying for those outside 
the Church that they will become its members is stronger 
spiritually, more acceptable doctrinally, and more success- 
ful eventually. Those who follow Abbe Couturier pray 
on this basis: “That Our Lord would grant to His 
Church on earth that peace and unity which were in 
His mind and purpose when, on the eve of His Passion, 
he prayed that all might be one.” They prefer not to use 
the terminology of Father Paul. 

Father Paul’s emphasis on the aspect of Unity is re- 
flected in various small ways in the Community 
prayers of the Society of the Atonement. In the Morning 
Offering its members pray for “the Unity of Christians 
and the conversion of the world.” In the threefold salu- 
tation they implore Mary as the Mother of God “to 
obtain for us such union with the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
that our own hearts may burn with a love for God and an 
ardent zeal for the salvation of souls.” In its prayers the 
Society daily uses the Chair of Unity prayer as indul- 
genced by the Holy See, and is directed to dedicate 
Thursday of each week for this intention. Such indications 
are small, it is true, but they testify clearly to the Unity 
vocation of Father Paul and his Friars. 

Father Paul had an intense love of the Church. Per- 
haps it came as a result of his long, arduous trek to her 
embrace as an Anglican, perhaps it arose from a gen- 
uine appreciation of her mission in the lives of men and 
in the destiny of mankind, perhaps it emanated from his 
abiding love of Jesus and Mary. Probably it was derived 
from all three elements. But whatever the cause his love 
was certain and unwavering. Father’s greatness in the 
work of Unity is not so much what he did as what he 
was: a genuine apostle of Unity, striving with all his 
heart to bring souls to At-one-ment with God. 

To his spiritual sons and daughters and to the readers 
of THe Lamp he said: “No Society within the Catholic 
Church could have a nobler and more inspiring object 
to work for, namely, the Unity of Christendom around the 
Apostolic See and the conversion of the world to Christ.” 
These words take on greater meaning with the passing 
years as the Society of the Atonement develops according 
to the blessing of God and the hopes of Father Paul. They 
have their complement in another passage by the Gray- 
moor Founder written for his spiritual sons. “The Fran- 
ciscan Friars of the Atonement are bound to give to the 
Roman Pontiff, the Vicar of Christ on earth, as the highest 
superior of all religious, absolute submission, the utmost 
honor, unfailing obedience, faithful loyalty, even by the 
force of the vow of obedience. Always prostrate at the 
feet of the Holy Roman Church and completely subject 
to the Holy Apostolic See, they shall bear incessant wit- 
ness, even if need be by the laying down of their lives, to 
the Chair of Peter as the divinely constituted center of 
Catholic Unity. 

In talks to his Friars Father Paul often called attention 
to the vocation of Unity. “We know that one of the 
special purposes for which our Institute was called into 
being is to assist in bringing to its fulfillment the prayer 
made by Our Lord on the night of His betrayal when He 
besought His Father: “That they all may be one...’ ”. 
He did not hesitate to prophecy that “In the fulness of 
time, when God brings back the heretics of the sixteenth 
century ...it will be this holy Society of ours that will 
be called Repairers of the Breach.” And once more: 
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“The Friars of the Atonement are 
called to be prominent not only in 
their union with Peter, not only as 
promulgators of the word of truth, 
but also as the voice of the Good 
Shepherd.” 

Like Francis of Assisi Father Paul 
had a passionate love for the Church 
and a burning desire to bring the 
“straying sheep” back to its unity. 
The “Little Poor Man” on his Mount 
of the Atonement led a life of prayer 
and penance that was a beautiful com- 
mentary on the words of his model 
from Umbria: “For this we are called 

to bring back those who have gone 
astray. Many indeed, may seem to be 
members of the devil, who will yet be- 
come disciples of Christ.” And like 
Francis in San Damiano kneeling be- 
fore the image of the Crucified, Father 
Paul seemed to hear the sacred voice 
speaking to him: “Go, build up my 
Church...” For his whole life was 
dedicated to that single purpose. 


Conclusion 


THE PURPOSE of this work has been to 
show the Unity vocation of this twen- 
tieth century follower of St. Francis, 
Father Paul. Much more could and 
should be written, but that will be the 
task of later times. The great and gen- 
tle priest who called himself Father 
Paul of the Atonement, with equal 
fitness, might also be called Father 
Paul of the At-one-ment, that is, of 
Unity. For his life was the living ex- 
pression of his love for Unity, of his 
own seeking for it and finding it, of 
his intense desire and apostolic activ- 
ity in bringing those outside into 
the unity of the One Fold. 

Father Paul’s vocation is illustrated 
best of all by his own conversion. His 
“homecoming” in 1909 with a small 
band of followers gave him a special 
right and talent to pray, work, and 
sacrifice for the cause of Unity. He 
was profoundly conscious of the sig- 
nificance of this event, for he declared: 
“To witness to the divine claims of the 
Papacy as the Center of Catholic Unity 
and to show that reunited Chris- 
tendom can be realized in no other 
way than by a return of all Christians 
to communion with the Apostolic See 
—this above all else is the purpose of 
Almighty God in calling into existence 
the Society of the Atonement. No 
wonder then that the most irrefragable 
proof Divine Providence ever gave, or 
as far as we can imagine, ever will 
give to the operation of the Holy 
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Ghost in the conception, name, and 
birth of the Society of the Atonement 
is embraced in the fact that Pope Pius 
X, on October 30, 1909, received the 
Society into union with the Apostolic 
See, covenanting to preserve both 
the Name and Institute and to foster 
its threefold mission under the shep- 
herd crook of Peter.” 

On the twentieth anniversary of the 
Society of the Atonement’s reception 
into the Church (1929) Father Paul 
called attention to the mission and 
vocation of the Society to work for 
Unity. Lest anyone misunderstand the 
fact of conversion, he said: “It is no 
discredit to the Society of the Atone- 
ment that it is a convert Society, that 
is originated outside the Fold of Peter 
There was in the purpose of Almighty 
God a special design that it should be 
so.... Desiring to lead back to com- 
munion with the Apostolic See those 
who had gone astray, God took from 
their midst members of the Anglican 
communion, inspired them with the 
full faith of the Catholic Church and 
loyalty and loving obedience to the 
Vicar of Christ.” 

Indeed the vocation of Unity for 
Father Paul and for the Society of the 
Atonement did not come about in an 
incidental or accidental way; it was 
not just a fortunate coincidence, but 
the direct design of Almighty God. An 
Assumptionist priest recognized this 
when he wrote: “From the start 
their founder himself directed their 
thoughts and cares towards such 
problems (of Unity); or special cir- 
cumstances at the time of inception 
imperiously orientated them towards 
that kind of an apostolate. A typical 
instance of this case would be, v.g.., 
the Fathers of the Atonement in Amer- 
ica, a community of non-Catholic 
obedience which joined the Catholic 
Church: its members are providen- 
tially ear-marked for the work of 
Christian Unity.” (T.H. Tavard, A.A). 
Moreover, Cardinal Eugene Tisserant, 
Secretary of the Congregation of the 
Oriental Church gave assurance that 
“the Franciscan Friars of the Atone- 
ment, by a special title has the right 
to work in the field of reunion, having 
been founded by that pious and 
valiant apostle of Sint unum, Paul 
Wattson. ...” 

As the years pass by the stature of 
Father Paul, Apostle of Unity, grows 
larger and more impressive. His work 
for Unity, his love for God, the Church, 
and souls has become a precious pat- 
tern and inspiration for all who are 
dedicated to the fulfillment of Christ’s 
prayers for Unity. Father Paul’s name 
will never be forgotten and his memory 
and leadership will be best served by 
those who follow his ideals and pro- 
mote his apostolic works. 
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Our Seminarians and Unity 
Continued from page 28 4 
example, he would be truly an Apos- 
tle of Unity. 

Keynotes is sent to Newman Clubs, 
seminaries, and othe r organizations, 
Because of our busy schedule its cir- 
culation is limited, therefore we send 
it where its influence will be most 
effective and far reaching. Members 
of Newman Clubs definitely can do 
much good by simply expressing their 
Catholic view during a campus con- 
versation, 

The seminarian who will be the 
priest of tomorrow can instruct the 
faithful about their role in Christian 
unity and can learn much about the 
non-Catholic souls he hopes to seek. 

The busiest time of the year for a 
Graymoor seminarian is the month of 
January, during which we celebrate 
the Unity Octave, but before the 
Octave much work had to be done. 
Our part in this work was twofold: 
1) to tell people about the Octave, 
it’s origin, history and development, 
and 2) to encourage attendance. We 
fulfilled the first by writing short 
articles and sending them to the Cath- 
olic newspapers. By means of Key- 
notes we made known the history 
of the Octave and encouraged attend- 
ance at it. For us to give a talk before 
groups of small children might seem 
insignificant, but for us it is our first 
opportunity to speak in public in be- 
half of the Octave of prayer; it is 
our first opportunity to play a small 
part in the work of our Community. 
The sincerity of youngsters assures 
us that we have accomplished some- 
thing, and when we learn of the 
large attendances at the Octave cere- 
monies we thank God for allowing 
us to be instrumental in its turnout. 

It is true that the union of Chris- 
tendom under the Vicar of Christ will 
be a task that will require long and 
tedious labor, but Christ wished this; 
He called us to join the ranks of those 
who want to see this realized. This 
is our vocation, and we will work for 
it. Our entire life will be centered 
about unity, it will be our purpose, 
and by it we will help fulfill Christ’s 
prayer, “That they all may be one.” t 
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Just Off the Press 





For a concise and valuable appraisal of 
Father Paul of Graymoor as a pioneer 
in the work of Christian Unity . . . read 


Father Paul: Apostle of Unity. 





For his work on the Chair of Unity 
Octave and other forms of the aposto- 
late in bringing souls to God . . . read 
Father Paul: Apostle of Unity. 

For his role in beginning and fostering 
devotion to the Mother of God under the 
beautiful and distinct title of Our Lady 
of the Atonement . . . read Father Paul: 


Apostle of Unity. 





A book for every lover of Graymoor, 
every admirer of Father Paul, every one 
interested in Unity, and every devotee of 
Our Lady. Order Now! 











Send for your copy today $990 


Postpaid in U.S., Possessions, Canada & Philippines Hi COPY 


Other Informative and Interesting Unity Pamphlets 


We have many items on the Church and the 
Apostolate of Unity for reading throughout 
the year. To be a well-informed and apostolic 
Catholic read the following booklets: 


Apostolic Letter of Pope Pius IX to Protestants 

and Other non-Catholics 

Written in connection with the convocation of the Vatican 
Council inviting non-Catholics to enter the Church; especially 
suited for these days when unity is so much desired by all. 
Study outline added. 
Order No. 4 
At-One-Ment — By Very Rev. Msgr. Edward M. Betowski 
Through the satisfaction of Christ on the Cross, a reconcilia- 
tion was achieved between God and the human race. To par- 
ticipate in this reconciliation men must be “at one” with the 
truth of Christ, with the way of Christ and with the life of 
Christ. In this way there will be one fold and one Shepherd. 
Order No. 10-1-2 5¢ each; $3.50 per 100 


5¢ each; $3.50 per 100 





Our Lady and the Unity Octave 

—By Rev. Titus Cranny, $.A. Devotion to Our Lady has been 
associated with the growth and spread of the Octave. This 
study surveys the Octave intentions with Our Lady’s special 
relation to each of them. 
Order No. 11-13 





15¢ each: 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 


Conversion and Grace 

— By Rev. Edmond D. Benard, $.T.D., Ph.D. A popular ex- 
amination of conversion pointing up the necessity of external 
and internal grace without which no one can become a 
Catholic. It recalls the words of Our Lord, “No man can 
come to me, except the Father who sent me draw him...” 
Order No. 10-1-4 5¢ each; $3.50 per 100 





The Church of Jesus Christ — By Rev. Charles Boyer, S.J. 
One of the great problems of the Protestant Ecumenical 
Movement is to determine the nature of the Church. This is 
intended to make a contribution to their search for truth. 
After surveying the Scriptures and history, he comes up with 
the only answer possible. 


Order No. 11-9 15¢ each; 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 
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| CHAIR OF UNITY OCTAVE, National Office | 
l Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 
| Graymoor, Garrison, N ! 
| Please send me _. copies of Father Paul: Apostle of Unity. | 
| Also send me the following pamphlets: | 
& 10-1-2 11-13 10-1-4 11-9 | 
| Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity l 
| ee | 
| (Please Print) | 
: Address ! 
I a — State | 
l { ] Remittance enclosed (We pay Postage) l 
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Significant . . . not superficial . .. a beautiful gold leaf certificate and a picture of St. Francis 
embracing the crucified Christ beautifully printed in four colors and enclosed in a 
gold stamped maroon double folder that has the soft-like feeling of kid leather 
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urgatorial Society 

An ideal way in which to help your beloved dead is by enrolling them in the Gray- 
moor Purgatorial Society. The living may also be enrolled and participate in the 
spiritual benefits during life and after death. These benefits are: Remembrance in 


6,000 masses offered yearly for the Purgatorial members and a remembrance 
in 30,000 other masses, also in the prayers and the spiritual work of the Friars 


PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. Graymuor. Garrison, New York Full payment $ _____. Partial payment $ 
Dear Father: Enclosed please find enrollment as I have indicated below: 


a ———— —— : — — 
Single membership $5.00 Deceased Family membership—Living and Deccased—$25.00 


Send to Enrolled by. 
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